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Thai language has been a means for expressing Thai wisdom,
thought and culture throughout the long history of the Thai nation.
The evolution of Thai orthcgraphy and usage is more than 700 years
old. Evidence of this can be found in the inscription of King
Ramkhamhaeng the Great and literature of different periods. All
these writings reflect Thai civilization and serve as a social record
as well as a cultural heritage of wisdom and tradition - an important
foundation for the development of the country. The understanding of
and the skill in Thai language are, therefore, most essential for all

Thai people.

At present, there are problems in the learning and teaching of
the Thai language. Students have not shown great interest in studying
Thai and thus lack sufficient knowledge and skill. If no corrective
measures are implemented, the Thai people in the future may not have
proper command of their own language. This may become a hindrance in
developing the country. Thus, the researcher proposes an innovative
design of the Thai language instruction - a design that will motivate
the students and facilitate teaching. Furthermore, this design will
increase the students' competence in Thai as well as in related

disciplines.

The objective of this research is to develop and utilize an
innovative approach to the instruction of Thai for the upper secondary
school level. This particular level is chosen because the students who
have completed this level of education are expected to have acquired
cognitive thinking, a very good command of the Thai language in
listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as knowledge of other
related disciplines. With the assimilation of these skills endowed
through effective instruction, it is hoped that this approach to teaching
will promote the individual's communicative skills and an understanding

of his place in society, thus contributing to the nation's development.

The major procedures of the design come from a comprehensive
study of the Thai language curriculum at the upper secondary school

level, a study of literature concerning the problems in teaching and



learning Thai, and a seminar of thirty-eight teachers of Thai at

this level. All the data gathered serve as a guideline for

developing the innovative approach adopted, which consists of lessons
in prose and poetry with a variety of content and learning activities.
Each lesson includes a detailed explanation of the content, vocabulary
and expression. All the lessons are examined by Thai language
experts, according to whose recommendations the lessons are modified.
These modified lessons are then tested for their validity in a class
of thiry-one students at the Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot
University, Pathumwan. In order to obtain feedback from the teacher

and students, an interview is conducted after the lessons are taught.

All the procedures described result in a high-quality design
of Thai lessons for the upper secondary school level as evaluated by
the experts and the feedback from the teacher and students. As a
whole, this design is relevant to the Thai language curriculum of this
level both in its cobjectives and contents. The varieties of the lessons
in terms of content, eloquence, and styles of prose and poetry employed,
play an important role in the success of the design, thereby encouraging
students' competence in Thai and in other related disciplines. Moreover,
the design also aims at motivating the students to appreciate the
value of Thai language and thus have a favourable attitude towards
studying Thai. If properly presented, this design should endear the
Thai language to the students, enhance their competence in the Thai
language, and enrich their minds. A useful foundation for creative
thinking will thereby be developed, thus immeasurably enhancing the

nation's future development.
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3 w.a. uuate (au) | 1 w.e. munig (au) | 1 w.a. uIURTY  (AL)
2472 180 2490 126 2508 267
2473 135 2491 68 2509 265
2474 172 2492 142 2510 274
2475 179 2493 177 2511 321
2476 166 2494 187 2512 311
2477 202 2495 216 2513 278
2478 214 2496 227 2514 298
2479 186 2497 278 2515 276
2480 172 2498 271 2516 297
2481 151 2499 239 2517 237
2482 183 2500 293 2518 231
2483 180 2501 233 2519 304
2484 207 2502 181 2520 322
2485 170 2503 256 2521 353
2486 156 2504 208 2522 302
2487 215 . 2505 244 2523 121
2488 183 2506 282 (n.p. - a,a.)
2489 a9 " 2507 251
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1 w.a. SR IR ww‘i‘;aﬁuqﬁ'wﬁ'n antdwafioud (£)
2511 751 662 88
2512 1013 843 83
2513 203 676 75
2514 1395 1159 83
2515 1810 1472 81.3
2616 1866 1405 75
2517 1875 1456 77.6
2518 2290 1677 73
2519 3003 2448 81.5
2520 5267 3871 73.37
2521 5925 4358 73.55
2522 5119 3720 72.67
{(M.e.-n.u.}
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