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Theerasak Maphed. (2009). Music in E-san Puppet-Show, A Case Study of Petch

Nong Rua Group, Nong Rua District, Khon Khan Province. Master Thesis. M.F.A.

(Ethnomusicology) Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor

committee: Associate Professor Kanchana Intarasunanon, Associate Professor Dr.

Manop Wisutthipat.

Purposes of the research

1. To study Music in E-san puppet-show, a case study of Petch Nong Rua group,
Nong Rua district, Khon Khan province.

2. To study roles and obligation of Music in E-san puppet-show, a case study of Petch
Nong Rua group, Nong Rua district, Khon Khan province.

The research is based on Ethnomusicology principle, compiling and summarizing the study
grounded on primary data and found that

The result of the study of Music in E-san puppet-show, A case study of Petch
Nong Rua group, Nong Rua district, Khon Khan Province shows that “Hoon Kra Bok” was
originally a shadow play, and had been adapted and modeled from Central traditional puppet
play. Change of structures and form of performance, to suit North Eastern way of life and
traditional culture, combining North Eastern style group performance and Isan puppet-show
together, reveals its identity and unique.

Musical instruments in E-san puppet - show are consists of Kan, Pin, Guitar, Sor-Au,
Ching, Chap Lek, Drum, and Bass Guitar. The music score that they have played for the
prelude are Hong Thong Ka Nong Lam, Sansani Nee Cham, and Chantana Tee Rak.

“Hoon Kra Bok” has 7 main structures; subject, puppet, puppet player, narrator,
musical score, stage and occasion to perform. There are 7 processes in performing “Hoon
Kra Bok”; preparation, teacher salutation, prelude, singing and dancing, introduction,
performance continuity and ending. The music scores for each scene is folk song. This

special type of song is a perfect combination between North Eastern style rhythm or “Lam”



and Thai central region folk song or “Luk Thung”. It sometimes begins with “Lam” and ends
with “Luk Thung”, while other time, starts with “Luk Thung” and finishes with “Lam” alternately.
There are 8 songs altogether, which are Khon Khay Leard, Mae, Kid Hod Aai Nae Der, Motor
Sai Hang, Bow Rak See Dam, Kong Khao Noi Kaa Mag, Sai Plae Sai Jai and Klom Nang Non

The belief of music and “Hoon Kra Bok” performance precession, relates to the
people in North Eastern culture and ways of life in all aspects; social, education, economy
and religion.

The most famous performance of E-san puppet-show or “Hoon Kra Bok” is Win Yarn
Ruk Nang Phi Dip, while music score, singing, dancing, comedy or joker puppet is Aay Narb,

Aay Noi and Hermit respectively.
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