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THE DEVELOPMENT OF NIRAT IN PROSE
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BY
APHAPHON DITLEK

Presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the Master of Education degree in Thai
at Srinakharinwirot University

May 2004



Aphaphon Ditek. (2004), The development of Nirat in prose. Master thesis M. Ed. (Thai)
Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee :

Assoc. Prof. Supha Panjaroen, Assoc.Prof. Saithip Nukunkit,

This thesis aims to study the Thai Classical Prose Development in terms of its
purposes, writing conventions, formats and contents from the prose namely, archives,
diaries, letters and documentaries written from B.E.2400 to 2532, all of which inciude the
classical prose's writing convention as a main feature.

The result reveals that the purpose of writing Nirat in prose in the reign of King
Rama IV was to record details of the official journeys and experience gained in the form of
archives. In the reign of King Rama V, the purposes were extended. Not only the experience
on the journeys was recorded in the forms of the diaries, the letters and the archives, but
also the personal records on the journeys in the forms of the diaries and the letters as well
as the records of official journeys in the form of the archives. In the reign of King Rama VI,
the purpose was to record the experience on the journeys and the personal records in the
form of diaries while in the reign of King Rama VII, the records were in the forms of the
letters. In the reign of King Rama IX, the purpose was to record the experience on the
journeys and the personal records in the forms of the diaries, the letters and the
documentaries, to share their iravelling experience, as well as lo entertain the readers. The
records of the official journeys, however, were scarcely found.

In the term of the wriling formats. It reveals that in the reign of King Rama [V, the
format was in the form of the archives ; in the reign of King Rama V the diaries, the fetlers
and the archives ; in the reign of King Rama VI, the diaries ; in the reign of King Rama VII,
the letters ; and in the reign of King Rama IX the diaries, the letters and the documentaries.
The development of these formats were found to be related to the writing purpose.

In the term of the writing conventions, it reveals that six types of writing
convention were used ; the names of Nirat according to the destination or the writer'svideas,
the record of the places along the routes, the expression of the feelings and emaotion
towards the beloved persons or the things experienced, the illustration of the view points

and the truth, the inseriion of the appreciation towards the nature exposed or imagined, and



the insertion of tips on the legends of places, belief and history. The types of the writing
conventions used in each reign were different. in the reign of King Rama IV, three types : the
names of Nirat according to the destination, the record the places along the routes and the
ilustration of the viewpoints were found. In the reign of King Rama V, ali six types were
used, but not in every Nirat. In the reigns of King Rama VI and VII, five types were used : the
names of Nirat according to the destination, the record of the places along the routes, the
expression of the feelings and emotion, the illustration of the viewpoints and the tips on the
legends of places, belief and history. The expression of the feelings and emotions towards
the betoved persans, however, was found only in the work in the reign of King Rama V1. In
the reign of King Rama iX, all types of the conventions were used, but not all found in one
Nirat.

in the term of the contents, in the reign of King Rama IV, they were mainly the
reports on the official affairs and the personal experience from the journeys. In the reign of
King Rama V, the contents were on the routes of the journeys, the experience gained
during the journeys such as there routines and personal concern. The records found, were
also in the form of memorandums. The contents found in the reign of King Rama VI and VI
were almost the same, describing the experiences on the journeys taken with slightly
difierence in details, Ihat was the roulines in the reign of King Rama VI, and the personal
concern in the reign of King Rama VII. In the reign of King Rama IX, as various formats,
including diaries, letters and documentaries were used, a variety of contents were exposed.
Personal experience, information from other sources, routines, personal concern as well as

biodata and parsonal habbit were included.
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