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STUDYING THE NEEDS OF LOCAL PERSONNEL IN CONSTRUCTING GUIDELINES
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IN TRANG PROVINCE.

AN ABSTRACT
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This study was aieed to study and compare  the
opinions, problem conditions, readiness and needs of loecal
educational personnel concerning relevancy bebtween SOC 071 : COur
Locality 1 (Trang Frovince: and local problems and needs, and
to raise the course description for SOC 071 as well as to
present a sample teaching plan for this course.

The sample group consisted of 126 social studies
Leachers 1in secondary schools under the Jjurisdiction of the
Department of General Education, 152 students’parents/guardians,
and 38 local educational experts in Trarg Province. The rescarch
tool enployed was a set of rating scales questionnaires. The
data were analysed by using percentages, average scores, standard
deviations, and t-tests.

The findings might be summarized as follows :-

1. Most of the teachers and local experts were of the
opinion that the SOC 071 course was relevant to the local
conditions and needs at the average degree while most of the
students’parents/guardians believed that the degree of relevance
was rather high.

| 2. All the three groups were of the opinion that the
problem conditions in Trang Province were at the average level.
The teachers group found that the most prominent problem was
agricultural careers as carried out by Trang citizens while the
sarents/guardians group believed that the most prominent problem
was decrease in forest areas near river banks.

3. Teachers in urban and rural areas were of different
apinions regarding modification of contents of this course to be
aore appropriate to local conditions (statistically significant
xt the .01 level), but there were no differences with respect to
syrricnlur development needs and school readiness (at the .05

layel of significance). They were also of different opinions

ot

2



concerning problems resultine from natural eavironment. sprial
and cultural conditions affecting ways of life of local citizens
and loeal data sources problem istatistically significant at the
.05 level).

students’ parents’/guardians in urban and rural areas
vere of similar opinions regarding development and
teaching-learning management of SOC 071 (st the .05 level of
signifcance!, and modification of contents of this course ipagain
at the .05 level). With respect to parents’/guardians’ readiness
and co-operation concerning content specifications and support of
school activities, these were also similar (at the .05 level of
significance).

However, these two groups were different in the
matter of environmental problems to be included in SOC 071
(statistieally signficant at the .01 level).

4. The revised version of the SOC 071: Our Locality 1
(Trang Province) course description prepared along the line of
thoughts obtained from this research appeared as follows :-

"Studying, surveying, and analysing characteristics,
gseographical environment, natural resources, human resources,
socio-economic conditions of various localities in Trang
Province ; researching, collecting dasta and understanding
history of the localities, relevant ancient kingdoms, native
traditions, cultures and arts, ancient sites and ancient
objects, tourist sites, local outstanding persons, ways of life
and careers (both having positive impacts and negative impacts),
and social changes at the village, sub-district, district, and

provincial levels.”



"The objectives are to enable learners to develop deep
understandine and lknowledge of general condit.ions of Trane
Province. Lo appreciate the influences of natural environment and
socio-cultural conditions upon Trang Provinee ritizens’ ways of
life. to have pride in. love and have concern for Trang
localities, to be aware of and participate in solving loeal
problems and developing the localities. and to appreciate the
importance of co-operating to help conserve natural resources as
well as local cultures and the enviromment.”

5. The structure of the teaching plan for the revised
course consisted of 9 topics, taking 37 periods of teaching-
learning. A sample teaching plan for "Physical environment

in Trang localities" ( 5 periods) was presented in detail.
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