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THE MAIN EARLY DEVELOPMENTAL TRENDS OF NATURALISM

IN MODERN DRAMA

AN ABSTRACT
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This research is an analysis of the main early developmental
trends of naturalism in modern drama. After a description of .the
modern drama, the characteristics of naturalism and 1ts development
anto symbolism, expressionism, and social drama are described, Some
great modern dramatists, who developed these techmques, are presented
with biographical notes and outstanding works.

Two plays are analyzed in detail; one as an example of symbolism:

August Strandberg's Easter, the other as an example of social drama:

George Bernard Shaw's Mrs. Warren's Profession. It as found that

Easgter uses the techmque of symbolasm and Mrs. Warren's Profesgsion

is a play concentrating on social theme., However both plays still

retain the naturalistic element.
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Kristiha has come 1n and stands at the left and Elrs and Mrs,.

Heyst at the right, Xristana and Flas approach each other with

1

love in their eyes, but before they can meet, the curtain falls.

(Ibad., pe 175)
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(Ibid., p. 125)
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thing for her, poor clmld, to be properly looked after.

(ITvad., p. 126)
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Elas {sadly, but without bitierness) : Why does everything happen
at once? TYou were my best pupil, too, s0 what can I expect of

the others” I shall lose my reputation as a teacher, and that'll

mean no more private tuition, and then ___ goodness knows what 1
shall do. (To Benjaman) : Don't take 1t so badly ___ 1t's not
your fault.

Kristina (with a great effort) : Don't lose heart, Flis ___ for

heaven's gake, don't lose heart!
(ITbad., P. 132)
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Mrs. Heyst : What are you afraid of? What are you expecting?
Elas ¢t Tho very worst!

{(Itad., p. 163)
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Look, he's coming up the street __ he's got his evil eyes
on this house already.
(Ibld., p. 133)
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look cut! Ah, he's seen me, he's seen me! (He bows towards the
street.) He made the first move he smled, and waved his

hand, and ___  (He sits at the writing-desk, weeping.) He's gone.

(Ibade, p. 134)
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When I wrote to you, quite pleasantly, asking how much respite
you needed, you answered me rudely., You trecated me as 1f I were
a usurer who wanted to plander the widow and orphan, although I

was the one who had been pluadered, and you were on the side of

the robbers.

(Ibad., p. 167)
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We do we'lre all responsible. As long as there's a debt

outstandang, i1t's a blot on the family's name.

(Ibld" P 131)
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Kristina : BRun awayl
Elas (gettang up) - No ___ we can't do that! DNow that you're

weakerang, I'm growing strong. Look; he's comng up the

street he's got lis evil eyes on this house already,

(Ivad., p. 133)
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But even 1f I, too, only pretend to read, the words seem to pierce
my eyes like thorns. The witnesses' evidence, the columns of
figures, father's confession ___ things like, "The accused admitted,
with tears in his eves ... Tears! So many tears! And these
documents, with their stamps that make me think of forged notes

on praison locks; and the tape and the red seals ___ like the five
wounds of Jesus ___ and the sentences that never seem to end, like
eternal torments. It's a fitting task for Good Fraday.
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Go now, Kristina _  without explanations and without conditions.
I shall pass the test.
(Ivad., p. 154)
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Goodbye, my dear. (Pause) For ever.
(He rushes out to the left)

(Ibad., p. 154)
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I may be young, but I'm not asking for merey, only justice.

N (Ibrid., p. 167)
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Landkvist : So we're back at that again! Now, listen 1o me:
thanks to your friend Peter's persuasion, the Governor was
induced to intervene on your mother's behalf. Therefore
you must write to Peter and thank lmm. Promise me that.

Elas - No! To anyone else 1n the world, but not to him!

(Ivad., p. 171)
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And must I suffer like thrs for their happiness?

(Ibrd., p. 172)
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Here comes Mother., Don't say anything. Let her go on livang in
her imaginary world, where she believes that Father's a matyre

and all his vactims are rogues!

(Ibid., p. 129)
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Elis gets that from his father __ he always knew Jjust what he
was doing; people don't like that, and so things went against
him. But his day will come; and then they'll all see that

they were wrong and he was raght.

(Itzd., “p. 129)
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Yes, but there may be a legal error somewhere __ that was the
very last thing the lawyer told me when I saw him.

(Tbid., p. 142)

v o ¢ ' R L R ¢ 1 &
Feunel sannpauiniivs i neoInanl  waz e LumInL L 30984 L FEU
4 o X '
LU TeaunA nﬂanqswLﬂﬂiﬂmﬂfﬂqqﬁLﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂqﬂnnaﬁuiwu¢qunﬁiﬂauﬁqu

] 14 L L]
~

1 =2
wany 9 ATy LWﬂWﬁ?ﬁM? T?UﬁﬁﬁqﬂﬁﬁﬂWUWﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ ﬂd%tﬂﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂﬁ
l v. v T
&

a¢tiﬂquuqtvﬁwuqﬂﬁuww iumﬁluuﬁrﬂqmﬂamuﬂuae wa Y mtwqaziﬂ1ﬁ1MMWﬂqm

1

a:mﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂqtﬂqTﬂ

Els : Well, I must get back to my reports of the trial.
Kristina : Do you think all that reading will really help?

Elaisg : Yes-if only that 1t keeps Mnther from losing hope.

(Ioad., p. 147)
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He asked how things were ___ and you can imagine my feelings

when he asked 1f he maght call this evening.

(Tbad., p. 149)
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But he mustn't take the furmture. How could we laive 1f he
took all cur things away? We couldn't live in empty rooms

we simply aculdn't!

(Ibad., p. 149)
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Give me a chance to talk to him, just once, and he'll never

show his face here again. I know his little ways.

(Ibid., p. 130)
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Mrs, Heyst (getting up, very much upset) : 'Accursed ke the

day that I was born!

Kristina ¢ Don't cursel

.

Mrs, Hoyst (with a noble expression) : Were 1t mot more just

that the unrighteocus should suffer thas tribulation, and

the evil doer this masery.!

Elis (withia sudden cry of angursh) : Mother]
My God, why hast thou forsaken me<and my chaldren?

Mrs, Heyst :
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Kristina : 1 suppose your mother has gone to Vegpers

she couldn't bear to go to Haigh Mass
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Flis : Yes ___
because of the way people lock at her.

(Ibid., p. 145)
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It's happened so many times already. Oh Elis, 1f you only
knew what my life has been like _  if you'd been with me,
wetching your father go step by step to his ruzn ___ when I
couldn't even warn all the people that he brought down with
him, When the crasgh came, I felt like an accomplice, because
I'd known of his crimes, and 1f the judge had not been a
reasonable man who understoed how difficult thinrgs are for a

wife, I should have been sentenced too.

(Ibad., p. 163)
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Mrs, Heyst : Don't provoke him. Heaven has delivered our future

into his hands, and the meek ghall ... well, you know where the
proud gol

Elis : I know. lLasten! his goloshes, 'Woof, woof, wolf,
wish!! Is he going to walk 2n here in them? Oh well, why not?

The carpets and the furmture belong to hum,
Mrs. Heyst -+ Elis __ think of us!
(She goes out, right)
(Ibld., p. 166)
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Eleonora : Oh, people never talk about the dead.
Benjamin : The dead?
Eleonora : I'm dead as far as other people are concerned., You

see, 1 did something very waicked.

(Ibld.’ Ps 135)
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Man oughtn't to hold his fellow-men an bondage _ _ he should
set them free.

(Ibad., p. 136)
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Put you oughtn't to be sorry about that : 'The rod and
chastisenent braingeth wisdem, and he that hateth chastisement
shall die,!
(Ivad., p. 136)
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Well, to bepin waith, you must stop judging people even the
ones who've been sent to prason.

(Ibld., Pe 137)
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! Whosoever hateth the righteous becometh himself an evil-doer, !

(Ivad., p. 137)
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{ don't count time or place. I'm everywhere and eternal. I'm

in the priscn wath Father, and in the classroom with my brother;
I'm an the katchen with Mother, and in my sister's shop far away
in America. When my sister's doing well-selling lobs of things,
then I'm ha?py for her, and when things go badly waith her, then
I'm sorry too., But I suffer most when she does something wrong.
Benjamin.,, you're called Bemjammn because you're the youngest of
my fraends __ yes, everybody is my fraiend... 1f you'll let me look

after you, then 171l be able to suffer for you too.

(Tbad., p. 137)
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There's nothing but good 1n thas letter; you see I know Kristina,
and she's going 10 be my sister-in-law. This meeting will save

my brother Elas from a lot of unhappiness.

(Ibxd., p. 138 - 139)
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My illnegs »s not 'sickness unto death' but unto the glory of
God., I locked for good, but evil came; I locked for the light,
and behold, the darkness.!

(Ivad., p. 141)
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Poor Elas! Poor all of us. But 1t's Easter, and we must suffer

{Tbid., p. 141)
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Because Flis has to suffer everybody must suffer on Good

Fraday, so that they remember how Christ suffered on the Cross.

(Ibade, p. 156)
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Yes, most of 1t will come raght once Good Fraday's over ___ but
not all. Today the barch, tomorréw the Easter eggs. Today

snow, tomorrow thaw. Today death, tomorrow resurrection.

(Ivad., p. 157 - 158)
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Eleonora : I should be sent back __ to the place I came
from; where the sun never shines, where the walls are bare
and white like a bathroom, where all you hear is weeping
and wailing, and where I've already wasted a year of my life.

Bengjamin 3 Vhere do you mean? .

Eleonora : Where men are tortured worse than in prison,
the habitation of the damned, the home of tribulation,
where despair watches day and might, and from which there
1s ne escape. ;

Benjamn : Worse than prison? Where do you mean?

Eleonora : In prison one is condemned, but there one is

doomed. In prison one 1s questioned and must reply, but

there they do not listen.

(Ivad., p. 161)
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When 1t knows that 1t must be slaughtered, 1t doesh't complain

or try to escape. What else can 2t do?

(Tbad., p. 162)
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Eleonora was ?\bﬁi%dbof sorrowy; but she has brought happiness

— though aot of this world, at's true. Her unrest has been turned

t0 pesce, which she sheds on all of us. Whether she's

sane or not, to me she seems wise, for she knows how to bear

the burden of life better than I ___ or any of us.

(Ibad., p. 162)
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at home, because the door's opens.. Ah, he's met someone, and
r

he's stopping to talk to them... He's looking this way, so

he!s talking about usl

(Ibldo, p' 133 - 1314.)
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Els t Well, mine, then. Look he's back again.
Heavenlhelp us! (On the curtain appears the shadow of a
man gradually approaching. It grows larger and larger

t2ll 1t 1s gigantic. They are all utterly terrafied,)

@

It's the grant __ 2t's the glant come to eat us up!
Kristina . Then we ought to smle ___ as 1f 1t were all a
fairy-tale.
Elis 1 can't smle any more.

(Ibad., p. 153)
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Well, let am come! He has the law on his side, and we

must bow to 1t, We must receive him Froperly when he comes.

(Itad., p. 149)
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Let him come! Then we shall have to go. We must leave
everything __ &ll the old furmture that Father got together
for us, and that I've known ever since I was & child. Yes,

we oughtn't to own anything that binds us to this earth.

(Ibad., p. 156)
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Landkvist comes in from the raght. He 1s an elderly, seriocus
man with a grim gxpression. He has grey hair, brushed up over
the temples and across his pate. Large, black, bushy eyebrows;
small, short, black whiskers. Round spectacles, with dark
hornmrims. Large cornelian charms on hig watch~-chain, & cane

in s hand, He 1s dressed in black, wearing a fur coat, and



102

carrying a top hat; with top-boots, and leather gcloshes
that squeak. As he enters, he gazes curiously at Elis,
and he remains standing.

(Ipsd., p. 166)
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No, my friend, lasten: once upon a time, I was robbed __
robbed of my money, 1n a most unpleasant way. When I wrote
to you, quite pleasantly, asking how much respite you needed,
you answered me rudely. You treated me as 1f I were a usurer

who wanted to plunder the widow and orphan, although 1 was the

one who had been plundered, and you were on the side of the
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yobbers., However, I was more congsiderate, and I contenrt=d
myself wath a polite, but firm, reply to your 111l= Mmannered

abuse,

(Ibid., p. 167)
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So everything comes full circle the good things as well.,
And for your father's gake, I have withdrawn my claim. So
take this paper, and keep the cheque.
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Nol You mustn't touch her. She's done no wrong. I know
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Faithless, but none the less a friend the faithless fraend,
urknown to you, has dor you a great service.

(Ivad., p. 170)
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Across the street (which, like the house, 1s on a height)
can be seen the low fence of a garden sloping down towards
the town. The backcloth shows the tree = tops of this
garden, in fresh spring leaf, farther away, a church tower
and the tall gable of a hduse are viszible.

(Ibad., p. 123)
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%o the right of this centre door 1s a large deak, with books,
writing-materials, and telephone. To the left 1s a dimang-
table, 2 meca~fronted stove, and a sideboard. Down-stage,

right, 1s a work-table with a lamp,; and two armchairs beside

'

1t. A hanging la.p 1s suspeaded from the cerling,
{Ibid., p. 123)
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Shall we be able to throw the birch on the fire soon?

(Ib1d., p. 165}
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Goodbye, c¢hldren, Now you can throw the birch onto the fare.

(Ibad., p. 174)
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Last May I spent s.x weeks in London with Honoria Frascr.
Mamma thought we wore doing 2 round of sightseeing topether;
but I uns really at Honoria's chambers in Chancery Lanc
everyday, working sway at actuarial czlculations feor her,
and holping her as well ss a grocnnorn chuld. In the
evenin,s we srnoked and talied, asnd never cnjoyed mySclf more
in my Ihfe. I cleared all ny expenses, and ~ot inatinted

ante the business without a fec into the varzaan.
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One of them worked 1a & whitelead factory twelve hours a day |
for ninc shaillings a weelk untal she died of lead polsoning.
She only expected to get her hande nlittle paralyzed; but

she diced. The other was always held up to vs 2s a rodel
because she moriized a Governnment laborer aa the Deptford
viceoualling yard, and kept his room and the bthree children
neat and tady on eightcan shillangs a weck ___ until he took

to drink. That was worth Leaing rospectable for, wasnl't 2t?

(Ibid., p. 247)
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Do you think I was brought up lake you? able to mick and
choose my own way of life® Do you think I did what I &1d
because I like 1t, or thought a1t right, or wouldnt rathor

have gone to college and becn - lady af I'd had the chance?
(Ibad., p. 246)
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Your mother has » gonius for managing such things, Weve
got two an Busscls, one in Ostend, one 1n Vicnna, and two
in Budapest. Of course there nze cthers besides ourselves
in a2t: hut ue hold most of {1he cepital; and your riother's
indispensible as manaping director. Youwe noticed, I daresay,

that she travels a (00d desl. Dut you see you cant montion

such things in socicty.

(Ibid., p. 263)
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My mother was a very poor woman who had no reasonable choice

but to do as she did., You were & rich gentleman; and you

did the same for the sake of 35 percent, You are a pretiy

common sort of scoundrel, I think. That 1s rny opanion of

¥Cd.

(Ibld-, = 264)
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A gentloman walking on the commeon comes anlo saght from
behind the cottage. He 1e hardly past middle age, with
something of the artist about him, unconvenlionally but
corefully dressed, and cleon-shaven exccpt for o moustache,
with an esger susceptible face and very amadble and
considerate manncrs,., He has silky black hair, with waves
of grey and white rn 2t. His oyebrows cre white, his
moustache black. Hec seems not certoin of his woy. He
looks over the palinq; takes stock of the place; and

sces the young lady.

(Ibid., p. 213)
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The tentlomen {taking off his hat) I bez your pardon.
Can you direct me to Hindheed Vaew ___ Mrs, Alison's?

{Ibid., p. 213)
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Well, in making you loo conventional., You know my deor Miss
Warren, I am a born gcnarchist. I hate authority. It spoils
the relations beotween parent and chald: even between mother
and daughter. Now I was always afrazd that your mother would
strain her osuthority to make you very conventional. It's

such & relaef to find that she hasnt.

(Ibad., p. 215)
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You meke my blood run cold. dAre &ou tc have no romance,
no beauty in your life”®

(Tbxd., p.217)
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Porfect gentlemen, Praddy. Always were. My ideal through
laife., (He rises to go, but pauses a momeni betueen the two
older men, and puts his hand on Pracd's shoulder), A&h, 2f

you had cnly been my father ainsteed of Lhis unworthy old'men!

(ITbid., p. 241 - 242)
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My deor boy. I waish you would be more respectful to your

father., You know you cen be so nice when you like.

(Ibrd., p. 255)
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I really should be very sorrvy to cause you unnccessary

pain; but I think perhaps you had ketter not woit. The

fact 18 ___.
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(Tbid., p. 279)
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Oh, dont be alarmed: at's quate an annocent fecling.
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(Tbad., p. 224)
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