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This study attempted ‘o investigate the associantion characteristic
of some qualifyins words in the Thai langusges to find their association
valuee end to construct a table consisting of these words with their asso-
ciations end sssociation velues to Ve used in verbal learning experinents.

Seventy qualifying words wore chosen from the Basio Vocabulary Table
of tho Intermational Institute for Child Study. These words are considered
to be typicel end to be within the rense of reading ability of the children
in the lower clementary greds level. '

- A list of these seventy words, typedaﬁLyonewrdnnoachmo, was
_glven to each of 90 childrem of Prathom 2 = 3 = 4 from Satmmtipays School
in Bangkok. Vithin the period of 40 meconds after & reading word, the
children were asked to vrite the words of which the qualifying word male tham
ik, . _

The frequency of each of the vesponse words to each stimilus word wes
counted end converted in to percentage of the total mumber of the subjects.
This was considered tho association value of the qualifylng words.

The result showed that each qualifying word had many associations
with verying degree of association values. A table of these words with
their asaociatiéns and eaaocio.tic;;x values was constructed and can ba found
in the Apendii ¢ tfie thesis. | |

In order to how tho validity of this tadle, two cote of saven pairod
words with hizh and low association values were presented to two groups of
60 children fron Praton 3 « 4 in the samoe school. "ﬁhevchildren wara asked
to mamorize and enticipate these palred vords ir; o j:aired—associatea leerning
oituation. The rican mumbor of trials to criterion in loarning the hiche



association value cot and the lovesspociation valuo set vere 4 and 9.3
respeativeiy. - Thie result indicates that thero is 2 positive relationship
between the degree of ascociation value end the rato of leorning.

The stuly shoved thab the contents of the tablo devolopped or the
other siumiler tables can be used fruitfully in peired associatc leaxning
exoorinent. Tho wssociative strength of vords wop found to be one of the
importeat warigblc in verbel learning ':m the Thai lengunge es well os in the
Enslish langunge, at least for children in the eleoentory grade level.
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