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Kamol Samittirat. (2006). The Changing Way of Life of The Orchards Man at
Bangkruoi Nonthaburi During 1902 — 1968. Master's Project, M.Ed. (History).
Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor :

Puangroy Klomaeng.

This research is to study the life style of the orchard man at Bang Kruoi Canal,
Nonthaburi and its changes from 1902, from the era of the King Rama V to 1968; it had been
constructing the Bang Kruoi — Tai Noy road. The research methodologies are primary data
that are both published and unpublished, secondary data and interview data from
knowledgeable local people. The scope of the study is from Bang Kruoi Canal near
Chaopraya River to Bang Kruoi canal near Wat Chalor and Bang See Thong Canal.

From the study, it was found that there were people living in Bang Kruoi canal
since the beginning of Ayutthaya Era. The first temple of this area was Wat Krajomthong.
Eleven temples were found in the area. Especially, the military map in 1910 showed that
houses were crowded and most of the areas were orchards. People living in Bang Kruoi
Canal were mostly orchard man and durian was their main product. Many types of Durian
were planted. Unfortunately, there were a big flood in 1917 and 1941 — 1942 and only 16
Durian types were widely planted.

Moreover, the area of orchard in Bang Yai district (Bang Kruoi) is larger than the
other districts for 2 — 3 times. Then, it made Bang Kruoi local people paid a large amount of
tax. The largest tax was orchard tax that was from mostly growing durian. Then, the life style
of the orchard man at Bang Kruoi Canal depends on canal and orchard. Culture is also
involved with the canal and orchard. The Bang Kruoi people were responsive on their duty
and authority given by the government. It was not found that the Bang Kruoi people in slave
system escaped from military forces. However, it was found that the Unocal people moved
to Bang Kruoi canal to escape from the military forces. After the abolishment of the slave
system, the Bang Kruoi people were happy to join the military forces or pay fines. It was
also found that primary study was forced according primary education published in 1917.

Then, Bang Kruoi kids went to schools in the area or nearby.



It was interesting that Bang Kruoi orchard could improve durian. Kob Wat Krua
and Kan Yao Wat Sak was new breed from their improvement. Moreover, it was believed
that Nonthaburi durian was firstly planted nearby Wat Sak.

The society of Bang Kruoi people has been fundamentally Buddha. Family was
bonded. Doing orchard was mainly family business. Then, family system was very
important. Moreover, Bang Kruoi Orchard man was strictly to ancient cultures.

The main reason of the changes of life style of the orchard man started from the
big flood in 1941 -1942. Durian was almost destroyed and it was also the Second World
War. The cost of living was very high. The orchard man started to sell their orchard and
work as a labor. When the social and economic improvement plan had been launched in
1961, the Bang Kruoi people were mostly affected by building of the Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand from the plan. The construction of Bang Kruoi — Tai Noy road made the
town expanded. Orchard had been changed to houses and Bang Kruoi children had been
higher educated. Then, new generations would not want to do the orchard. Durian

Nonthaburi then became legend and waited for new generations to bring it back again.



THE CHANGING WAY OF LIFE OF THE ORCHARDS MAN AT BANGKRUOI
NONTHABURI DURING 1902 — 1968.

AN ABSTRACT
BY
MR.KAMOL SAMITTIRAT

Presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements
For the Master of Education degree in History
At Srinakharinwirot University

May 2006
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