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The purpose of thie research was to analyse language problems
of pre-primary students speaking local Malay in using standard Thaai.
The researcher used a participant obscrvation technique in the
classroom  The sample was two-thirds of the pre-primary students in
Ban Yata School, Raman District, Yala, selected by using a purposive
sampling technigue. TPive pictures were used to elicit the children's
speech, and 1t was recorded by s tape recorder.
The results of the research were
1. Problems of segmental phonemes
1.1. Consonant sounds : The promanciztion of some initial
consonants (both initials and clusters) were substituted. Furthermore
the final sounds were unsystematically confused within each group
t+2 Vowel sounds * The students pronounced some vowel
sounds incorrectly (both simple vowels and diphthongs) by producing
short vowels as long vowels, high vowels as low vowels and vice versa
Some daphthongs were also divided into two syllables.
2. Problems of supra-segmental phonemes
2 1 Tone The students distorted all five tones, going from
cne level to another
2.2 Rhythm. The students did not use the right rhythm in
sentences. A syllable was pronounced as ohe rhythmic unat.
3. Syntactic problems The students used wrong word order,
overgeneralized, and chose wrong verbs and prepositions or omitted

them



4. Semantic problems: The students used meaningless words,

chose their different meanings, mispronounced words which led to their
different meanings, substituted generic for specific terms, and employed

their own strategies of communication.
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