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INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN CONTEMPORARY THAI FASHION
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Ravitep Musikapan. (2554). Influential People in Contemporary Thai Fashion. Dissertation,
D.A. (Art and Culture Research). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Prof. Dr. Wiroon Tangjarern, Assoc. Prof. Prit

Supasetsiri, Assist. Prof. Dr. Anothai Cholachatpinyo.

The purpose of this thesis is to understand the power or influential of which
individuals or group of people toward the transition of Thai fashion. This research also seeks
the type of relationship between those individuals or group of people who influence Thai
fashion have, and how they effect the transition of Thai fashion. The researcher had
concluded that the influential people toward contemporary Thai fashion could divided into

two periods which are:

1. The influential people in contemporary Thai fashion during the period of
consumerism society. This period could refer to the modern period of the Rattanakosin era
to the post political reform period. The influential people in contemporary fashion of this
period were member of royal family who involving in the political scene. They try to improve
the cultural level to the same level of western society by changing the way Thai people
dress. The process of fashion change could describe as traditional fashion adoption theory

or the Trickle-down theory which fashion came down from the top of the society.

2.The influential people in contemporary Thai fashion during the period of globalization.

During this period, the influence toward contemporary Thai fashion was not come from any
specific group of people, but rather the events that create the phenomenon. The elements
that usually support each other and create the process of influence making that result in the
transition of contemporary Thai fashion are:

1. Group of fashion leader who utilized the process of self-express.

2. Fashion muses as fashion motivation or role models.

3. Space that serves as area that represent ideas.

4. The fashion events that corporate with fashion journalists, fashion magazine

editors, fashion models, fashion shows, and fashion advertising.



The spreading of fashion during this period is the combination of trickle-down theory
and trickle- up theory . Fashion move from fashion leader to fashion adopter according to
trickle- down theory but fashion leader also adopted trends originated from street as trickle-
up effect. This reverse adoption can conclude that fa shion is no longer travel one way but
rather in multi- direction in horizontal level that contain the process model of influence

making for transitioning the contemporary Thai fashion.
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