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This thesls was aimed to analyze both the causes and the processes
of the abolition of the phrai system of King Rama V. It also emphasized
the problems and the results arising thereupon.

The study gained from pramary sources, secondary sources, and
interviews revealed that:- (The phrai were all the commoness reguired
to be regrstered under a noble or a prance. Their services were considered
to belong to their nai, the nobles or the princes who governed them,
Each noble and each prince consequently possessed a certain amount of
manpower within the state, Some princes might be powerful enough to
?ecome the main threats to the king.) The essential factors affecting
the abolation of the phrai system were:

1. The weaknesses and the 1nabilaties within some former
rulers of the state in controlling the distribution of manpewer, (A
king who could not possess manpower would no longer possess political
power and economic power and would eventually suggest major disaster)

2. The broad-scale corruption amcng the patrons or nai
which led to the reductron of the national income and the politic and
economi¢ instablility of the throne,

i 3. The western power, the new crucial problem, interferring
in the nation's politic and economxc affairs.

To solve the mentioned problems, to strengthen the throne and
the national security, reorgamzing the system to the complete control
of the distribution of manpower was deemed désirable. King Rama V,
henes, declared the conscription law and the abolation of the phraa

system. The decree meant that all the people drafted to serve the



government would get some pay In addition, they were registered 1in
famaly records under a local admimstration office, and they could
selgct their own employments and their places of gtay wherever they
wanted.

It could be mentioned that the severe loss of phrai stirred up
moderate reactions and rages among the former nai. King Rama V,
nevertheless, was successful in introducing new process to control the

nation's manpower.
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