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The purpose of this study 1is to analyze the language used
in reporting news in daily Thai newspapers, both headlines and
news reports, and how the headlines are related to the body of
the news stories. The sample data used was 460 issues of Thai
rath, Dailynews, Dac Siam, Naew Na, and Matichon newspapers dated
from 1 October to 31 December 1993.

The study discovered many specific characteristics in the
way newspaper headlines are written, in terms of the language
used to refer to individuals, the use of abbreviations for both
proper names and other words, use of foreign words unusual words,
and the use of proper names and characteristic nouns. In terms of
sentence structure, some of the headlines studied were complete
sentences and some were not. Often there was irregular placement
of parts of speech, and sometimes a single word was used as more
than one part of speech. Both common and newly invented idioms
were used. Rhetoric was frequently used, with past and future
tense, with onomatopoeia, personification and metaphors. Examples
were found of the use of punctuation, both correct and incorrect
according to standard rules. As for the body of the news stories,
the language used did not differ much from standard written
language. Most of it was correct according to standard rules for
use of language in journalism, in terms of the choice of words,
use of idioms, grammar, sentence construction and use of
punctuation. A comparison of the use of language in headlines and
news stories found that there were significant differences in
terms of use of words, use of idioms, sentence construction and
use of punctuation. As for the subject matter, the headlines
matched the news stories closely in some examples and differed in

others.
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