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Abstract

This research aimed at examining factors leading to role and competency of academic
librarians and to study their role and competency. This research divided into 2 stages. In the
first stage, the examination of factors leading to role and competency of academic librarians
was explored. And in the final stage, role and competency of academic librarians were
conducted. In the first stage, the study sample included 197 librarians and administrators from
56 university libraries by simple random sampling. The tool employed for this stage was
questionnaire. In the final stage, the study sample included 23 library and information science
experts by purposive sampling. The tool employed for this stage were questionnaire and
interview. The collected data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, means and standard
deviation.

The research findings revealed that there were 5 factors affecting the role and competency
of academic librarians at high level: 1) information technology and innovation 2) library user 3)
information source 4) library policy and 5) academic institution policy. For the role and
competency of academic librarians, 100 % of experts agreed with 5 aspects of role and
competency of academic librarians: 1) role of professional 2) role of learning and instruction
promotion 3) professional competency 4) information technology competency and skill and

5) general competency.
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