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The.purpose of this study were to compare the relationship
betwéen the socio—economical changes and the innovation acceptance,
to create a predictive equation for the socio — economic changes
-with respeet to t@q innovation acceptance between lowland and
upland Hmong hilltribe people. 300 families served as the sampling.
Data was collected through Interviews.

This study sound that the lowland Hmong are at an advantage
over the upland Hmong in the areas ; use of mechanical equipment
in agricultural, size of agricultural area, health care, birth
control, income, religion, housing, houseware‘and clothing. The
areas in which the lowland Hmong are at a disadvantage are ; unused
agricultural areas, chemical fertilizer use, insecticide use,
religions aspects, and acitity grouping.

A comparision of innovation acceptance and socio — economic
changes between lowland and upland Hmong was made. A correlation
between the innovation acceptance of lowland and upland Hmong was
found in various areas. Similarties were found in } income, family
size and family labour. Differences were found in religious matters,
housing, housewares, clothing, size of agricultural area and
activity grouping had both similérities and differences.

Using a predictive equation for the socio— economic change
with respect to the innovation acceptance to compare the lowland
and upland Hmong found several variables: the educaﬁlonal variable
can predict -the family size in both groﬁps but health care and
brith control can affect the léwland Hmong. Education and health

care variables that can predict the family labours for the lowland



group where as mechanical equiptmeﬁt in agriculture is the predicting
variable. Income of both groups can be predicted by ; the use of
insecticides, the use of mechanical equiptment In agricuitural

with the affecting factors being new agricultural areas for the
lowlands and education for the uplands. Religion can be predicted
by the use of birth control in both groups but it can be influenced
new agricultural areas for the lowlands groups and health care for
the uplanders. Health care can also predict the holy respect of
the lowland group but does not affect the uplander. Housing for
both groups was affected by the use of insecticide and education.
The lowland group has another two factors that also influence
this which as fertilizer use and new agricultural areas. Affecting
variables of houswares and clothing were education and mechanical
equlipment use for both groups. The lowland group had an extra
influening factor for housewares being insecticide use,

Insectide use also was the predicting variable for both groups
requarding activity grouping. Fertilizer use and education also
effects the activing grouping for the upland Hmong, as mechanical

equipment can for the lowland Hmong.
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