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Kallaya Wittayasirikul. (2006). A Study of Social Reflections from Karen tales at
Banmaipattana, in Amphoe Sangkhlaburi Changwat Kanchanaburi. A Master’s
Thesis. (Thai). Bangkok, Graduate School. Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisory Committee: Associate Professor Ackra Boonthip and Associate

Professor Pakasri Yenbut

The main purposes of the research were to collect Karens’ folklore and to study its social
reflections on the local people’s lives. The research results were presented descriptively.
The data were 57 folktales gathered from interviewing 11 Karen resource people from
January 1, 2004 to September 30, 2005. The results revealed that there were six
regards of social reflections. In lifestyle, the folktale reflected the Karen’s
accommodation, livelihood, diet, transportation, families, clothing, and tools. The results
revealed that the Karen lived a simple life based on natural resources. Regarding beliefs,
the Karen believed in karma, fairies, astrology, demons and tiger transfiguration.
Obviously, the Karen’s beliefs reflected a mixture of Buddhism and their original beliefs
in ghosts and superstition. In social values, the folklore reflected the social values in
gratitude, seniority and generosity. These values were, in fact, the code of conduct for
the people. In tradition, the folklore reflected traditions of marriages, funerals, and
welcoming people (by tying a piece of string around a person’s wrist). In other words,
the Karen’s tradition was a mixture of Buddhism and original beliefs. In entertainment,
the folklore reflected the game of sba, story telling, and local music playing. In ruling,

the reflection was the Karen’s idea of absolute monarchy.
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