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Supat Kaewkulvanich.(2006) The Study of The Musical Instruments of Hill Tribes in
Chiengrai Province. Master thesis, M.F.A.(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate
School Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Manop

Wisutipat, Assoc. Prof. Kanjana Intornsunanon.

This research is to study the musical instruments of hill tribes in Chiengrai. The
researcher had collected the surveyed data at the villages of Aka(lkor), Yao, Karen, and
Meo. Additional data was collected from many sources in Chiengrai from April 2004 to
May 2006. This research is to:

1. study the musical instruments of hill tribes in Chiengrai.
2. study the culture that relate to all 4 hill tribes: lkor, Yao, Karen, and

Meo in Chiengrai.

The results of this study is as followed:

There are a lot of hill tribes in Chiengrai, but the most of them are Aka or Ikor
while Yao is the second in number. The others are not in a great number. Having been
found from the study, only four hill tribes -Aka, Yao, Karen, and Meo - have invented
their own musical instruments. More details about their musical instruments are reported
below.

1) Aka has “Laye, Derm, and Dos”. Laye is one of the wind music
instrument with valves, which is similar to “Kan”. It can be made from gourds, horns, or
horn-shape crafted wood with valves and can be in different sizes. “Derm”, sting music
instrument, was invented by imitating “Salor”. “Dos”, which is similar to a tom-tom, is a
one-side percussion stretched with leather. It's made from wood and its body is thicker
than a tom-tom.

2) Yao has “Yad, Yo, Lor, Mung, Chatia, and Kukin”. Yad is one of
Lﬂ‘%ladl,ﬁ’l with valves. It's like Thai woodwind instrument, but smaller and shorter. Yo is
a two-side drum. Lor, which is like Gong, is a percussion made from brass with no
button in the middle. Mung is made from brass and looks so much alike to Lor, but the
size is often smaller and it has the button in the middle. Chatia is like Thai cymbals.
Kukin, made of wood, is used for flirting girls by producing sound in a mouth, using

cheeks as sound box.



3) Karen has a two-side drum, which is similar to Yo of Yao, but a lot

smaller.

4) Meo has “Kang”, which is like Kan. It's made from wood and glued
with honey.

All of the musical instruments reporting above are of the hill tribes’
intelligence.

Each musical instrument plays such an important role in hill tribes’ culture. For
example, Aka uses Laye for entertaining in their celebrations or parties, while Yao uses
Kukin in flirting between boys and girls. Meo uses the sound of Kang like a soul-
transferring instrument in order to send the deads’ souls to heaven. Without Kang, the
souls can’t be sent to heaven. Each musical instrument has its own different importance

and serves as the pride of each tribe.
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