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This thesis aims at studving the economic role of Phistsanulok
in the Ratanakosin Period between A.D. 1782 - 1894, based on primary
sources of variocus types of documents from the reign of King Rama I
to that of King Rama V.

This study has shown that many factors had enhanced the econocmic
role of Phitsanulok between A.D. 1782 - 1894, Her favourable
geographical position, situating at the centre of communication, her
prosperity which was due to agricultural products and her natural
resources, her obedience to government policies on state income and
on foreign trade and the decrease of her strategic role, all thes
helped to maintain her role.

The economic role of Phitsanulok was mainlv concerned with

providing state income by collecting "suai"” or tribute in kind, taxes

and poll - taxes specially levied on every Chinese living in the
country. But between 1782 - 1853, substantial state income from

Phitsanulok was derived from "suai"” collected both in kind and in
currency, and also from taxes collected in kind as well as in currency.
This amount of income was very useful to the government for it cculd

be paid for many activities beneficial to the state for example,
restoring and renovating temples, ship - building for official use.
Apart from being the productive site for materials and provision in
time of war Phitsanulok was also the area where exported commodities
were produced. Since the conclusion of the Bowring Treaty in 18535,
Phitsanulok had continued to retain her rble as a main source of state
income. Anvhow, there was a change in the method of income collection;

every thing had to be paid in currency,not any more in kind,



Becouse of this new system, the government obtained higher 1income.
The economic role of Phitsanulok between 1782 - 1874 had caused
certain economic development which had already been noticeable at
the end of the reign of King Rama TII. Obvicuslv that money economy
was expanding. The economic role of the Chinese became prominent in
Phistsanulok. There were already production for export with paid
labour, trade expansion and creation of many more new types of job

and of entrepreneurs.
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