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The purpose of this research was fourfold : (1) to survey the
cognitive styles of adult students, (2) to investigate the achievement
motive of  adult students, (3) to determine the relationship
between the cognitive styles and the achievement motive of adult
students and, (4) to compare the cognitive styles and achievement
motive‘pfuadult students;

The sample consisted of 94 adult students selected from all
those enrolling in adult secondary education programs in Changwat-Samut
Songkrap. . Among these subjects, 48 were male. 46 female, with the age
from 14 to 25 years. Two Instruments were utilized in the data
collection: (1) the Cognitive Style Survey and the Achievement
Motive Survey. The statistics employed in the data analysis
included the descriptive statistics, t - test, F - test and Pearson
Product Moment Correlation CoeF¥ficient,

The study yielded the following findings:

1. BAmong the three cognitive styles - Analylical,Categorical
and Rational, the majority of adult stuﬁents used the Rational style,
followed in rank by the Categorical and Analytical Styles respectively.

2. For the reléti}onshj:p among cognitive styles, it was found
that the RationalVStyle regativily correlated with the Analytical and
Categorical Styles. In addition, positive correlation was found between
Rational Style and Achievement Motive. No other form of relationship

was found.



3. Both male and female adult students used all the three
categories of cognitives stylés: Analytical, Categorical and Rational,
in insignificant proportion.

4. The younger group of adult students, aged 14 - 18 years,
favoured the categorical style more than the Analytical one, while the
older group, aged 19 - 25 years, applied the three styles iﬁ insignificant
propbrtion.

5. The categorical style was more fovoured by the youg  group,
aged 14 - 18 years, than the older group whose ages were 19 - 25 years,

6. The adult students in lower secondary school programs used
more RationalZStyle than Analytical style while those in upper secondary
programs applied all the three categories in insignificant proportion.

7. The adult students in lower secondary schocl programs used
more Rational Style than those in the upper recondary programs. In
addition, the adult students in the upper secondary programs tended to
apply mé&e Analytical style tﬁan those in the lower secondary programs.
Their application of Analytieal Style was insignificantly different.

8. The utilization of all the 3 cognitive styles 4id not
significantly rglate to income background of the family.

9. The adult students attending lower secondary programs showed
higher achievement motive than those in the upper secondary programs.
10. The adult students with different degree of achievement
motive did not significantly differ in their application of cognitive

atvles.
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