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The purposes of this research were to study and compare the
perceptions of the home economics specialists and the home economics
freshmen toward four aspects of characterlstics : academic, professional
skills, personality and ethics. Twenty-five home economics speclallsts
and 196 home economics freshmen of Rajamangala Institute of Technology,
in the first semester, 1989, were the samples of the study. The
questionnalires on home economics students' characteristics were
adminls;eped to the 25 specialists and 196 freshmen. Through simple
random sampling, 40 freshmen were interviewed by the researcher. The
data were statistically analyzed through computer (SPS5-X) program to
find out arithmetic means and standard deviation.

The major findings were as follows :

1. The specialists perceived that home economics freshmen should
have totally performed in all four aspects of the characteristics :
academic, professional skills, personality and ethics at the high level.

2. The home economics freshmen perceived that overall aspects of
characteristics at the high level. When each aspect was examined, It
was found that personality and ethics were rated at the high level, and
academic and professfonal skills were rated at the moderate level.

3., The home economics freshmen perceilved themselves lower than
criterion on each and overall aspect.

In order to fulfill the efficiency and effectiveness as the
standard given, the Rajamangala Institute of Technology should encourage
the Féllowlng activities : developing and modernizing home economics
curriculum and instruction ; organizing enough qualified laboratory and
equipments for students ; and promoting activities for student

personality development and for soclal benefits.
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