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Sittichai Sukthammasatit. (2006). An Analysis of Social Change in China through Selected
Works of the Fifth Generation Chinese Film Directors from 1980 to 2000. Master's
Project, M.A. (Asian History). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Project Advisors: Asscoc. Prof. Dr. Chatchai Panananon and Mr.

Worasak Mahattanobon.

This Master's Project paper studies any changes that may have taken place in
Chinese society and the effects of these changes as reflected in the selected movies
produced between 1980 and 2000 by the socalled the “Fifth Generation Directors.”

Chinese film directors are classified by film critics into many generations. But in
this paper, the author has chosen to study only some selected films produced by three of the
Fifth Generation directors, namely, Zhang Yirhou, Chen Kaige, and Tian Zhuangzhuang.
The reason for choosing only these three directors is that their works were different from
those of other directors of the same generation: their films often reflect social as well as
political changes that affected the population. In addition, they were internationally
recognized in the film industry. As for their works, this author has selected only the well-
known films that are available in the market in Thailand.

This study finds that these three directors presented trends in social and political
changes in China at particular points in related historical contexts through their films that
this author has selected to analyze. Their works were the watershed of the transformation
in the history of film making in China--a transition from communist regime's film making
style to a more open-minded approach. |

These films are of some value for use to study Chinese history.
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