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MANGKALA : A CASE STUDY OF THAI CEREMONIAL FOLK MUSIC
GROUP OF MR. PROT KOTCHANIN IN PHITSANULOKE PROVINCE

An Abstract
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Master Degree of Fine Arts Degree in Ethnomusicology
at Srinakharinwirot University

March 2001



A study of Mangkala of the Praprot Rungrueng Orchestra , Phromphiram
District, Phitsanulok province, led by Mr.Prot Khotchanil who is the head of the
orchestra. The purpose of this study was to collect songs of the Praprot
Rungrueng's Thai Orchestra including musical instruments, culture and tradition
concrening, especially Wai Khru ( Teacher Respect Offering ) ceremony
and study songs in terms of tempo of standing precussion and spooked drums.
The biographies of the musician of the Praprot Thai Orchestra were also
recorded.

From the research,it was found that The Prapot Rungrueng Orchestra was
establihed in 1978 (about 23 years ago) The words “Praprot rungrueng“ in Thai
means excellence and growth or flourishing . The name of the orchestra party
came from Mr.prot Khotchanil, who was 65 years old and was the head of the
orchestra at that time.There are 9 musicians of the orchestra, All of them are men
and their major careess are farmer and general workers whereas playing
Mangkala (music) is their supporting profession. Their musical instruments consist
of small stroking drum, standing drum, spooking drum, wind instrument three
gongs, a small cup - shaped cymbal and percussion or Mangkala band s
played in auspicious celebrations, such as ordination, house warming, wedding
and etc. Both marching and sitting shows are played. Hiring the Praprot
Rungrueng's Thai Orchestra has its step; that is, hiring of wich the host has to
deposit. When three day performed, there is a wai khru or making respect to
teacher ceremony before playing the band. In addition, wai kru ceremony is
held every year, and playing respect to teacher is a very impaortant account
for the beginning of study Mangkala. The belief in making respect to teacher
to the beginning of studying the band is also necessary. This is because, Mr.Prot
regarded that those who play the wind instrument and percussion band, do
not catch one's wrist and they cannot relay the songs to others. If one can

relay songs to the orthers without touching the wrists, he must face a

disaster.



From the study of Praprot Rungrueng orchestra’s songs there are ten
songs played in the orchestra. The song “Mai Si” is considered to be the most
important one because it is called Teacher Song. Thus it must be intiolly
played and then the orther songs are followed. During the performance,
Manghala Drum or Glong Grog will be performed first and accompanied by
standing drum, three gongs, wind instrument , spooking drum a small cup -
shaped cymbal and percussion respectively. For playing the flute, play wind
instrument the musician must play the compuisory song first; that is Mai si
song. Aport form this song, country songs or "Rom Wong” or round dance
songs are brought to play in accordance with the rhythm of standing drum
or spooking drum. The difference of the songs depends on the sounds of
standing drum and spooking drum which are outstanding. Each song
indicates the way how standing drum and spooking drum are played different
and it is generally called “Nha Tab". For Mangkala Drum, the prominent
musical instrument because of its loud noise, is played to interrupt the rhythm of
standing drum. The time for playing each song in the Mangkala orchestra is
up to the satisfaction of the musician who plays Mangkala Drum. Whenever he
would like to stop playing any somg, the beating of Mangkala drum will become
more frequent to give signal to the other musicians in the band. Then while
plaing their musical instruments, they are deliberately listening to the rhythm
beating of Mangkala Drum for ending the song. At this moment every musical
instrument will be ended with the beating soumds “Ja” from standing drum
and spooking drum . This is the lost rhythii of Mai Si and no matter what
songs are played, they must be simultaneously ended at the final note in

Mai S! song.



	Cover

	Abstract

	Chapter 1

	Chapter 2

	Chapter 3

	Chapter 4

	Chapter 5

	Bibliography

	Appendix

	Vitae




