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Narong Puangpis.

The reign of King Rama |V fell into the period of imperialist policies pursued by the
western powers which were threatening Asia. Owing to his own experience and his keen
perception of domestic and foreign affairs, King Rama 1V initiated political modernization in
order to render Siam or Thailand more compatible with political, economic and social
circumstances and international affairs as well. His political initiatives consisted of 3
components:

1. Rationalization of Authority

King Rama IV made every effort to change the image of kingship from a divine
ruler to a common man and introduced a new notion that the king’s power did not derive
from God as once believed. He also governed the country rationally by adhering to the rule
of laws. Moreover, he also changed the trial procedure by giving more weight to logics and
documents as evidences. Finally, he tried to centralize his authority over the realm at the
capital or the royal court.

2. Differentiation and Specialization in the Political Structure.

King Rama IV improved the state administration by employing several
foreigners to work in some sectors that Thai officials still lacked skill such as in law-making,
military and police affairs. He also introduced western educational system into Thai
education and promoted overseas studies. This meant the preparation of personnel for new
jobs which became more and more diverse and complicated.

3. Political Participation of Citizens and certain social groups.

In the reign of King Rama IV, common citizens had more opportunity to
participate in politics than in the past. Noblemen and officials thought that they could play
important roles in politics, for example, they could give their opinions to the King, voted for
people to gain important positions in the government, and presented petitions. The king
also persuaded his subjects to devote themselves for public welfare and take it as their
duty. His encouragement resulted in political participation of noblemen, citizens of both

sexes and foreigners who lived in Siam.



King Rama IV’s political initiatives caused not only changes in politics but also
changes in social, cultural and economic aspects and people’s way of life as well. Thus, his
initiatives were the first step or the beginning of the modernization of many areas of
Thailand.

The so-called Political Modernity along the lines of Rama IV’s initiatives was, in fact,
very significant as it laid a strong basis for a society where King Chulalongkorn would

continue his father’s work and finally led the country to a great lasting reform.
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