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Narongsak Sribandasakwatcharakorn (2004} The study singing style of Pensri Pumchusri’s.
Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok :
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee :
Asst. Prof. Dr .Chalermpon Ngamsutti, Asscc. Prof, Kanchana Intarasunanont.

Asst. Prof. Prateep Lountratana — ari, Asst. Prof. Rujee Srisombut.

The researcher employed the ethnomusicological research principle in this study
singing style of Pensri Pumchusri's. The purpose of the study is specified as follows :
studying the methods of singing of Pensri Poomchusri, the following is the scope of the
research :

The songs to be studied were grouped into three study groups, numbering 14 songs
which are the songs that Pensri Poomchusri sang and recorded, the focus is on the voice
of Pensri Poomchusri’ s singing.

1. Royally composed songs

2. Songs awarded with Royal Gold Record Awards

3. Popular songs from past to present time

From the result of the research, it was found that

Pensri Poomchusri is a modern Thai song singer using real name for all the time
throughout, with the pseudonym of “Jow". She is the daughter of Mr. Phew and Mrs. Chan
Poomchusri, born on June 16, 1929 in Pitsanulok Province, finishing Grade 3 from
Chalermkhwansatri School {of Pitsanulok Provincej and then her family moved to Bangkok
but she did not continue her education as her family's status was not good. Because she
was interested in singing and she could sing melodiously since she was a child, she used
her ability in singing to participate in the contests in temples since she was 8 years old. She
was successful as she won the championship with not less than 40 trophies and all her life
is sacrificed to her singing career all the time until present time.

Pensri Pumchusri is both a singer and singing teacher of modern Thai songs. She
produced a lot of outstanding masterpiece singing which were widely recognized by the
people in general for a long consecutive time up to the present. She has played such

important role in the development of modern Thai song singing that she received the
honour of being awarded the title of national artist.

Studying the methods of singing of Pensri Poomchusri, it was found that

The number of songs used in this research were altogether 14 songs. These songs
were composed by H.M. the King and many other composers of verses and tunes. The
songs sung by her were both slow and quick rhythms. She showed high ability in her
singing with the strain of clear and sweet voice, together with the skill in conveying the
beauty of Thai musical art, the national cultural heritage blending with the characteristics of



western music. Thus, created the masterpiece of singing with clearness, sweetness and
attractiveness to the ears of the listeners. Most importantly,

1. She was able to express the uniqueness of being Thais, and to receive the taste
of universality at the same time. Her singing was accurate in the rhythm, broad voice, full
voice and perfect pipe. The nature of singing as sung by Pensri Pumchusri was soprano,
clear, delicate and sweet gentle voice. She was able to control the drawling of her voice to
create vibrato flowingly and melediously.

2. As for the distinctly clear uttering of verses of the song was that of musical
phrasing which was her uniqueness. She could sing to convey the meanings of the verses
and emotion of the songs. She has specially prominent voices of the vibrating of sounds or
shaking of voice, prolonging of voice in words, singing with delaying of rhythms, singing
with overstepping of rhythm, stumbling of voice as well as other technigues of using of
voices, such as prolonging of voice, jumping of voice, using of voice in throat, pushing of
voice, dragging of voice, focus of voice and words, integrating of voice and words, using of
groaning, using of nasal sound. molding of sound and words, using of Ah voice, using of
Huh, Huuh voice, prolonging of long voice, repeating of voice and words, slackening of
voice, using of exclamation words, focus of voice and words, dropping of veice and molding
of voice.

The unique technigue of her singing makes Pensri Poomchusri to be applauded as
National Artist, in the branch of Performance Art (Modern Thai Songs — Singing), in the
year 1991,
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