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AN ABSTRACT
BY
SONGPOB KHUNMATUROSE

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the
Master of Arts degree in Thai

at Srinakharinwirot University

May 2006



Songpob Kunmaturose. (2006). The Role of Thai Royal Women in Thai Historical Novels.
M.A. Thesis (Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisory Committee : Assistant Professor Somkiat Kuthaweekul and Miss Supak

Mahavarakorn.

The main purpose of the thesis was to study the role of royal women as reflected in
four Thai historical novels: Barameeprapokpongthoranin (by Kaewkao) Kasatriva and
Kaewkalayahangpandin (by Thomayantee) Prapeenangsupankalyanee {by Kanchna Nakanan)
The research method was comparing the novels with historical documents, and then the results
were presented descriptively. The results revealed that the writers presented the role of Thai
royal women in two aspects: political and domestic roles. In politics, the royat wornen were
distinct from other female common;ars. The role was mostly to save the country. Therefore, the
women were presented as rulers, warriors, hostages and reporters and as tributes to a
sovereign nation. In domestic terms, basically the women were presented as daughters, wives
and mothers. The women could perform alf the assignments without fauits. Besides, the
novelists reflected six characteristics of the royal women. They were intelligent, brave, patient,
devoted, merciful, and patrictic. The novetlists wanted tc show that the royal women were as
capable as men, and they could be role models for other women. Regarding the presentation
method, the women were porirayed in characterization, plot and scene. Moreover, the novelists
adapted historical facts and subtly supplement some information. With such a method, the
royal women were distinctively presented. They seemed realistic.  As a result, the reader
enjoyed reading them and aspired to be like them. Finally, the reader would recognize the Thai

women's role in the Thai society.
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