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This thesis studies the political and administratiye
rolicies of King Rama I the Great, 1t finds that the King had
two main objectives s first, to lay a solid foundation for has
new dynasty and to justafy has right to sovercignty; second, to
strengthen his newly unafy kangdom,

In order to achieve the first objective he built the new
capital, reviyed and reformed some of the royal ceremonies, upheld
Buddhism which was the faith end belief of the Thai, and controlled
the power of the nubles,

As for his second cbjectave, le improved and revised adminisiive
and econom:ic systems, as well as foreign polacy to strengthen the
country's stand against i1ts enemy, TFor administrative purpose,
he revised the country's legal codes and reformed military affairs,
For economic purpose, he encouraged foreign itrade. As for foreagn
affaires; he fomtered good relationships with most neighbouwaing
countries as well as the West,

Even though the King had encountered various problems,
from both within and withoit, such as domestic politacal facitions,
econoric problen, and Burmese im asions, he successfully brought

the country throug» thcwe trouble times,
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