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Abstract

The Development of

Teachers-Researchers and the New Assessment Approach Project

(2" Year Phase)
Researcher
Associate Professor Dr Boonchird Pinyoanatapong
Department of Educational Measurement and Research
Faculty of Education, Sri Nakharinwirot University
Sukhumwit 23, Watthana, Bangkok 10110, Thailand
Tel. 0-2661-1000 Ext. 5538, 0-1615-7327

The development of teachers-researchers and the new assessment approach
project is a 2-year continuing project under the research project “Development of Self-
Reliant Students’ Learning and Teachers’' Teaching Styles”. The main purpose of this
research is to bring the concept of National Education Act of B.E. 2542 (1999)
classroom assessment into practice. This is to be achieved by developing new
assessment models together with proper learning and teaching methodologies through
the teachers-researchers project. Within this project, the specific objectives are to
investigate and compare the teachers’ attitudes and knowledge about new assessment
approach before and after participating in the project; to improve their new assessment
skills; to study teachers’ teaching behaviors as well as the students’ learning behaviors
as resulting from project involvement; and to propose the new assessment models done
together with proper learning and teaching.

The samples used in the project involved both teachers and students. The 26
teachers were drawn from 12 primary schools under the administration of the Saraburi
Office of Educational Zone 2, Wihandaeng District, Saraburi Province. Participation in
the project was voluntary. The project involved 568 students who attended 26 classes
overseen by the teachers.

The methodological tools used in this research were training packages for new
assessment approach and supervision plans — both direct and on the phone plans. The
tools used for data collection consisted of a questionnaire on the opinions or attitudes

and also knowledge and understanding of the teachers about new assessment



approach, a form to evaluate their abilities to carry out the new assessment, and forms
to evaluate teachers’ teaching behavior and students’ learning behavior as the results of
new assessment approach. The quantitative data were analyzed by using mean,
standard deviation, and dependent sample t-test. For the descriptive data, they were
analyzed by statement synthesis.

The results of study were:

The new assessment approach project could encourage teachers to carry out
continuing assessment together with learning and teaching management in the
classrooms according to the concept stated in the National Education Act B.E. 2542
(1999). However, results and insights from their project involvement could cause
changes as follows.

The sampled teachers agreed that their schools organized relevant meetings
and encouraged and supported them to carry out new assessment approach. The
samples of new assessment approach were introduced to them and this was more
increased with statistical significance than before their participation in the project.
Teachers’ attitudes and trends toward new assessment approach were increasingly
positive with statistical significance only in some items. Furthermore, their knowledge
about concepts, principles, methodologies and main characteristics of the new
assessment approach was increased from a low level to a high level with statistical
significance in all items and in general.

Teachers could carry out the new assessment approach in their real practice to
continuously reflect the results of learning and teaching in the classrooms. This new
assessment approach involved observation-recording method, conversation-recording
method, marking-recording method, reading-recording method, work/practice activity
assessment, students’ practice assessment, and student portfolio assessment
respectively. Their abilities in general and in each item of evaluation were increased
from a low level to a high level with statistical significance. For the assessment with test
papers constructed by them, only “short subjective paper with word-filling or open-ended
answers” was increased from a low level to a high level with statistical significance.

In general the behaviors of sampled teachers in the area of learning and
teaching management were increasingly changed to be more learner-centered with
statistical significance. Their behaviors in learning and teaching management with -
variety of methods and techniques were also increased from a low level to a high level

with statistical significance, except “lecturing-teaching method” which was not increased.



Students’ behaviors in self-reliant learning style were increased with statistical
significance. Their behaviors in each area of learning were increased at the high level
and with statistical significance.

The new assessment models obtained from this research were in forms of
measuring tools used together with learning and teaching. The teachers could bring the
data from the assessment to be used for their improvement of learning and teaching
management with more efficiency. These measuring tools comprised students’ period
records; students’ work records such as exercises, homework, activity outcomes,
opinion expressions, and different types of test papers. They could be grouped into 2
categorizes. The tools in first category were those for the students to record and answer
themselves as follows. 1) Students’ period records were forms or notebooks for
students’ records in 3 aspects: things to be learnt, their understanding and how to gain,
and their feelings while learning. These records must be handed to the teachers in next
periods. The teachers must read and use them as data for their teaching improvement.
2) Test papers were both summative and formative tests. The summative tests included
mid-term and final exam papers. They were all about multiple choices. For the formative
tests, they were about multiple choices and short-answers. However, most of them were
of multiple choices.

The tools in second category were those for the teachers to record as follows. 1)
The records of students’ records were forms used to record the summary of students’
period records in order to be used for an improvement of teachers’ learning and
teaching management in next periods. These forms were called read-record forms. 2)
The records of teachers’ behaviors about learning and teaching management were
forms used to record learning and teaching atmosphere in general during the periods.
They were about what and how learning activities were organized, whether the lessons
followed the lesson plans, conclusion for the solutions and how to be improved, and
events happening during teaching. The forms were called observe-record forms. 3) The
records of students’ learning behaviors were forms used to record the communications
between teacher and students in each period of learning. Those communications were,
for example, general conversations, asking and talking about learning contents,
discussion of learning issues in each period. These forms were called converse-record
forms. 4) The records of students’ works were forms used to record the results of
students’ works such as exercises and homework with comments or feedbacks for

students. These forms were called mark-record forms. §) The records of students’ test



results were forms used to record students’ test results, such as the result of each test,
for an improvement of teachers’ learning and teaching management. These forms were

called test-record forms.
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