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The major purpose of this study was to investigate the
possibilities in improving the village reading centers in
Pranakhon Sri Ayutheys province. The ma}or purpose was
subdivided into the following § 1. To survey the general status
end the problems faced by the reading centers, 2. To survey the
visitations to the resding centers by the villagers and how they
epply the newly-learned knowledge in their daily lives, and
3+ To collect the opinions and suggestions of the local aushorities,
the centers' commitee members, and villegers on how to improue the
reading centers.

The sample was selected from 8 districts out of the total 16
districts in thin province. The criterion for the selection of the
districts was thet hte best village reading centers were found in
these districts., The purposive senmpling teachnique wes applied in
the sample seleotioﬁ. The sthects-comisted of 32 government
employees chosen from the Tambol (Subdistrict) development. officers,
Tambol agricultural officers, Tembol health officers and local
teachers § 40 committee members whe took care of the reading centers
and 80 villagers who vigited the readiné centers § totalling 152
individuals,

Two sets of instrument were utilized in the data collection j
1. The Reading Center Survey and 2. The Opinionaire. The researcher
travelled to all the villages to collect the dato by himself, with
assistance from the volunteers who worked for the Nonformel
Education Depsrtment. All the 162 Subjects were also interviewed

additionally,



The findings were t

1. General Information of the Viilage Reading Center.

Most of the village reading centers were Thei-style parilions with
plaited palm Jeaf roofing, 4 x 6 meters in size, conalidere a
pemarent building with the constouction costs from B 3,000 to
30,000, conveniently located either in the middle of or at the
main entrance to the village., The essential furnishings such as
the book stacks, cabinets, tehles, chairs, newspaper stends, sign
boards, and waste-paper bins were donated by the villegers. The
pavilion was decorated with flowers and strubs. About 20_readers
could he accommodated at oﬁe time. For the reading materisls,
there were 2 deily newspapers, & number of books and magazines
mainly in the areas of agriculture, public health, fictions,
entertainment and the preachings of the Lord Buddha. All old
daily newspapers wese bundled up every month. Every center was
equipped with the village maps and signposts with old sayings and
incoureging words, including those inviting villagers to come
inte the reading center. All resdingcenters welcomed the donations
of reading meterials from the villagers. The committee members
who rén the reading centers were appointed by the villagers. The
members were eassigned responsibilities according to their skills
and preference. Three readsng centers beld the meeting of the
committee members every 3 months, two every six months, and the

remaining two when essential. In terms of visitations by the



villagers, one reading center had the average audience of about
30 persons per day while the remaining two were visited by 20 -

30 villagers per day.

2. Visitstions to the Reading Center by the Villagers

About 56,37 per cent of the sample reported thet they
visited the reading center every dey while the rest visited the
center but not on day by day basis. The reading materiasls
interesting to the resders waré ranked as follow, daily
newspaper, vocational magarines, entertainment magazines, novels
or drems, the preadhing of Lord Buddha, lwa for laymen, textbooks,
public health maggzines and other book on General subjects. The
convenient time for the villages to read at the center was the
evenings and night time.

3. The Value of the Reading Naterials.

All the subjects responded that tho reading masterials were
uery usefue to thern. About 46.05 per cent reposted that they
learned new information from the materiasls. The others beliaved
that the reading materilos were useful practicing reading skills,
gaining general knowledge, contacting government agencies or
private besiness, and spending their leisure time.

4. Problems Faced buy the Reading Centers. The problems

faced by the reading centers were raenked by frequencies as
follow ¢t the committee members did not take good care of the

centers t The daily newspspers were not in their stacks § the



newspapers were long-delayed on arrivel j reading materials were
inadequate |} parts of the books were repped off or missing i
seats were not readily suailoble § taebles and chairs were not

cléean } proper Care was not maintainedy insufficient book

stacks and shelues.

5. Opinions and Recommendations

5.1 Pullding Faecilities, The reading cneter should,
as recommended by the sample, 53 situsted at 8 center place
convenient for villagers to visit. It should he a Thai-style
building with plaited palm lesues or galvenized iron roofing,
strong enocugh to withstand winds, raih or storms. The size
should be 4 x 6 meters at the minimum. Ti should be ad Jjoint
responsibility of the comnmittee members and the villagers in
taking care of the Center,

5.2 Reading Materials.

To Preaeunt long diley, the newsageut in the District
should make immedidte delivery so that newspagers were shailbgle
at the'right time., Two daily newopaper per day weas not enough.
Threfore, thin hould be doubled. To soloe the problem of
insufficient reading meterials, donations should be encouraged
from potential donors such es prinvate business firms, local
banks etc.

5.3 Villagers' Visitations. 1t was believed that

when the villagers were encouraged by government authorities,

the formers would pay frequent visils to the reading centers.



Varions foms of encoursbement should be mode § wide public
compaign, searching for donations, using the center as a site
for village ectivities, decoreling the reading center with
beautiful flowers, making the center a nice and enjoyoble
place to visit.

$.3 Other Essential Elements. There should

Lenough seating for 10 people to sit and read the mekerials
8t the same time. The bulletin Board Should not be left
unattended. Furnishehes and other equipment should he well
taken care of. The sampe reading meterials should be stored

on the same cabinets. The be well and properly stacked.
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