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Plubplung Kangchana, Dr. Cholvit Jearajit.

During the reign of King Rama I, the first Thai language newspaper was
established named "The Bangkok Recorder”. The newspaper was published by an
American missionary named Dr. Dan Beach Bradly, who was the owner and editor.
Sixteen issues of The Bangkok Recorder were published monthly from July 1844 to
October 1845. The fist issue was published on the 16th of July 1844 (2387 A.D.).
During the reign of King Rama 1V, the Bangkok Recorder was published fortnightly with
a total of 48 issues from 1 March 1865 to 16 February 1867.

The Contents of The Bangkok Recorder during the two reigns were different.
lts contents during the reign of King Rama Il were similar to those of feature articles
rather than newspapers it presented medical and medicinal knowledge, science,
technology, and European history; most of the news were oversea especially
European. The Conlents of the Bangkok Recorder during the reign of King Rama IV
were similar to news papers in the present times. It increased news both from inside
and outside Thailand, while decreased medical knowledge and history.

More than being s source of knowledge and news, Dr. Bradley's newspaper
was an aclive part in Thai society at that time; it served as a medium between Thai
people and the Thai government. It seems that Thai people had chances to show their
ideas and complaint about their living problems via the newspaper to acknowledge the
government to make some corrective actions. It was easier than the existing complaint
system that was complicated and took much time for judgment and corrections. At the
same time, the government got benefits from the newspaper in form of public relation.

The researcher has studied the news of The Bangkok Recorder focusing on
social problems during the time it was being published. Most of the social problems
appeared in The Bangkok Recorder related to people, government officers, and the
government. The researcher separates these problems into three groups, which are
problems relate to people, problems relating to government officer and the problems

relaling o government policy.



Problems relating to people were molestation to life and assets, river
transportation, money counterfeiting, fire accidents, etc. Problems relating to
government officers were of negative aspects such as poor performance of officers,
evasion of their responsibilities, corruption, oppression, persecution, etc. Probiems
relating to the government were about the reactions of the Thai government to western
countries; it once presented French's attempt to occupy Cambodian at that time, and
also the power abuse of the French consul in Bangkok. The Result of this sludy shows
that people-related problems occupy the biggest portion of the newspaper; most of them
are brawls, injurys, murders, stealths, cheatings, etc. However, this kind of problems
exists in every society, even at the present time.

This study, "Saocial problems stated in The Bangkok Recorder”, has discovered
some mistakes in the publication. First, the mistake that the lunar calendar dates stated
in some issues are not coincident with the fact. Comparison of dates with English issues
are needed for cross-checking. Second, the page numbers of some issues are missing,
this results in confusion in referencing. Third, many wording mistakes are found in the
newspapers. Moreover, the language used at that time, it is difficult to predict the
meanings of some words to judge whether they are wrong or they are correct. The
fourth aspect is about meaning of language, the languages used are mixed with Thai,
English, and borrowed words with Thai intonation so the original accent was distorted.
This leads to difficulties of interpretation. It is also found that many different wards were
used for the same thing like particular names of officers and names of some
highnesses were spelled differenily use of borrowed words for places, ranks, people,
animals or objects is an another problem. With these reasons, this study
then use the words with the highest frequency for interpretation in these are many
different spelling of the same word. Since the Thai ancient language has different
structure and idioms present Thai language, interpretation needs repeated reviews and
from the using nearby sentences and the events which were written. Further more,
some time guessing the writer and editor, Dr.Bradley, was not a Thai but an American
living in Bangkok, his writing sense was sometimes difficult to understand. One
suggestion for further research is to focus on translation and the language use of The
Bangkok Recorder. Finally, Dr.Bradley's presented news differ from the present ones;

Some of his news were short like headline without details and discontinuous, due to



lack of news tracking some news were just showed at the headline and disappeared,
some of them were not verified, they might be just rumors, when studied further.

The Bangkok Recorder is a historical information source providing stories
during the reigns of King Rama Ill and King Rama V. It is found that no researcher
pays altention to this newspaper. The newspaper has particutar characteristics which
differ from other types of source and is worth researching because during the period of

The Bangkok Recorder, Thailand was entering its modernization era.
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