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ABSTRACT

Banpnt Sirichai. (2007). An Analysis of Srinakharinwirot University First-Year Students’ Thai
Reading and Writing Skills. Bangkok : Department of Thai and Oriental Language,

Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University.

This research aimed to study Srinakharinwirot University first-year students’ reading
and writing skills ¢f Thai language. Causes and problems found in their Thai reading and
writing skills were analyzed, along with a comparative study of such skills varying in students
of different study majors.

The subjects were first-year students enrolled in Fundamental Thai Language courses
in the first semester of 2006 academic year. Those 346 subjects were selected from thirteen
faculties in three main schools of study, on a basis of stratified random sampling.

Developed from The Royal Institute's Book of How to Read and Write, the 25-problem
tests, each for reading and writing skills in Thai usage, were deployed as researching tools.

The statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage, average, standard
deviation, and F-test (one-way ANOVA).

The research showed that all students' reading skill was at the high level while their
writing skill stayed in the medium zone. Overall, their Thai language reading and writing skills
were at the medium level. Meanwhile, students from different main schoals indicated different
Thai language reading and writing skills at the 0.05 level of statistical significance and their
overall reading and wiriting skills differed at the 0.05 level of statistical significant. Likewisé.
students from diffe;ent faculties showed different levels of both Thai language reading and
writing skills at the 0.05 level of statistical significance and showed different levels of the
overall skill at the 0.C5 level of statistical significant.

The root causes of students' problems in Thai language reading and writing resulted
from incorrect experienc2s and memorization of wrong Thai usage. In terms of students'
abilities of givi_ng explanation, students who correctly spelled and used appropriate diction in
the writing test tended to give better explanation, as compared to those who did not. As for

the reading test, students tended to averagely give satisfactory explanation, no matter which

answers they had chosen in the test.
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