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THE ROLE OF THAI NOBILITY OF CHINESE CESCERT -
IN THE REIGN OF KING RAMA 1IT UP TO THE REIGN OF

'KING RAMA V (B.E. 2367-2453)

AN ABSTRACT
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KANITHA THAITAECHAWAT
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for the Master of Educaticn degree in History
at Srinakharinwirot University

February 1991



This thesis is a study about thelrole of Thai nobles of
Chinese deséeﬁt in the reign of King Rama III up to the reign of King
Rama V.(B.E. 2367-2453). The emphasis is on the factors that
enabled theée Chinese people to enter the royal service and how £his
affected the Thai society.

The study finds that these peopig became Thai nobles thanks
to their own knowledge, their ﬁbilitiés and their particular
skills. Also, the. Chinése in Thailané Wanted to gain economic
interests from belng government off1c1als and get a recognltlon of -
being in the administrative class. At the same time, the Tha1
government wanted them to help iﬁcréase the revenue and to
supervise all other Chinese people in the realm.

The roles of Thai nobles of Chinese descent in the ‘royal séyige
‘had a lot of effects on Thai society. Economically, they helped_the
government to earn more income through the royal argosv, sea trade,
taxes farmlng, and also collect1ng a special tax "Phuk P1" from the
Chinese. Thus, the government had more money to use for the country 'g
development and welfare.

Politically, certaiﬁ Chinese people were appoiﬁtéd NAI AMPUR ,
JANG WANG , PALAT and CHAO MUANG , and had the same status as the
Thai nobles. They supervised the Chinese in a-certain area and helped
them to live peacefuily in Thai society. These nobles would_keep
registratfon cards and reported to the government to let them know
the number and the occupation of the Chinese people in the area they

were responsible for.



»

Socially, these Chinese peopLe were accepted as being in the

ruling class of the country. Apart from helping the government to

i

see that the Chinese behﬁved well inIThai'society, fﬁéy also convinced
the overseas Chinese to_come to settle down in Thailand and have an
_honesf job. Then, this wouid‘meén‘moré_income for them and fbr.the
goverhmépt finally.  In addition,'they:also.underféok.é number of .
building work for governmeﬁt USE, €.E+y w;rﬁhip building; fortrens

| buildipg. As for the public general, these Chinese pgoﬁle introduced
cerﬁain Chinese customs to Thai society which are:still_in 'prgctice

even today.
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