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The purpose of this research was to study the communication skills of
children with mental retardation using of PECS. The sample consisted of three
children with moderate to severe mental retardation, ages 5 - 7 who had problems in
communication, enrolled Naconsritumarat Punyanugun School, selected by purposive
sampling. An A - B single subject research design was used. The instruments used in
this study were the lesson plans and the observation sheets. The experiment was
conducted on 4 phases the baseline, physical exchange, expanding spontaneity, and
picture discrimination.

The findings of this study were as follows;

No communication skills were found during the baseline phase for all three
children. However, during the PECS training,

1. The first child spent 6 days to exchange picture with object in the physical
exchange phase, 8 days in expanding spontaneity phase, and 12 days in picture
discrimination phase. The time used for the whole program was 31 days.

2. The second child spent 9 days to exchange picture with object in the
physical exchange phase, 4 days in expanding spontaneity phase, and 9 days in picture
discrimination phase. He totally spent 27 days for the whole program.

3. The third child spent 7 days in the physical exchange phase, 4 days in
expanding spontaneity phase, and 12 days in picture discrimination phase. The time

used for the whole program was 28 days.
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