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CONSTAUCTIAG A WRADING wiaDINESS Tu5T AND A STUDY

OF weaDING HUADINGSS OY PRATON 1 CUHILLHER IN Su¥d SCHOOLS Id TDUCATIONAL

AEGION 1 I8 THAILARD

ABSTHACT

Presented in partisl fulfillment of the rsguiremsnts

for the Mastsi of Faueatlon degrse (Tevelopmental Psychology)
at the Colleye of Fducation
jn sollavoritioa with

fanckok Iastitute for Child Study

June 18, 1964.



One of the problsms to bs solved in Thalland concerms the reading
readiasgs of the Pratom 1 chilcren. This stugy attempled to determine
whether the Pratoan 1 childrea showed any reading rsadiness at all. 7o
satisty tnis aim, the investigator devised & tast to measure the abillity
1o wse visual discrimination in these children. This test, which contained
27 items, was dividec into four varts @ knowli:dgs of vocabulary, s=eing
aifferences, aoting siailaritias, =and the ability 1o assoclate ildeas.
The items wers developad by chan nging some Thai l-tters and Thal worus
inte figures which contalned corrssponéing featurs (se2 appsnaix A.)

In pratesting, a sanple of 504 childresn was selascted from three
gchools in order to perform an item analysis and ecapute a reliability
coefficient. The mesn oi the cifficulty veluss of the items was <73 ana

the cisceriminating powsr of th. lteus ransed from .33 to .87, The r<iia-

»ility of the test by fucer-hicharason method was .9<. 169 children

11

from the three othsr schools wers cel:ctss o8 the sample for finding vali-

dity coeffscients. There wers three vslidity coefficients. They weve

the corrolations beiveen olitains: sceres on this test and three other
reading measures : the Navies! test (Guvised for the sams avaluating
pro;ram), the reading scorse fvon the first term in 1962, and the children's
ability in r.oading oy teachers! ra=zking., All roading SCOTeE wWere converted
into the sams unit ussd in tha fovies! test. The correlations by Spsarwmans
Brown formula ware .66, .64 and .52 yaspectively. In addition to deter-
mininp the vallidity and reliability of the test, the author has zvaluatsd
the predictive validity by cumparing the scorss of this tost to the Pavi:s!

~

test scores ;3 both w re glven to 705 chilcren. Siare thers is no <ol e



score point on ihe Cavies! test tast wovld snnble one LO say thatl aiy

civen score 18 ravrasentetive ol = rood resd=Y Or A pOOT roadal, the author
sslzoted 5 scors points on t{ne Davies' Lest to be the cutting poinls.

iach point divided tha chiluren into two groups : ths good reading ¢roup
ana the poor raading group. ihese 5 cutting points were 15.5, 19.5, 21.5,
23.5, 7.5 anc 31.5. The erro:is of predicting the ehildran's reacing

skill by this test at sach ol thess points on the Davias® Lest were 19,

26, 24, 24 &ng <4 per cent respactively.

The test wss then yiven to 1272 childyren in ten schioole érawn at
random irom tihe Cduestional hepion 1. Sco:es from each pupili were countead
anc classified. The [indings showed that, on the average, DOyS recalived
higher scores than gixlse W older ehildren excellsd over the rounger
ornas. Those wiho suoka Chinass h=d Letier accres than those who spoke Thel
The children whoss parsnit ~o:8 olfigcers ; =in:d hi,her svorss than thosze
yhose parents hud ore cupations covmesIning coa nl ication, or ware
servants o1 ¥zrwors. It vas if'vund thet the | cun{2r Ovinese spaaking

chilcéren racelved hipher scorss Lwim the wungrr Thais j this raiationship
35 in the cuposite dirscltion for i olcer criliron.  Hauy enildien in

this sample i€ not nave wourh visaal dise crimination to wllow a preciction
whsther they would ba good or peoy reacers. 45 a result of these [lndings
the Pratom 1 tsechars wais auvisaea to iv a roaging v oaningss tost to Lhe
ciiilaren wofore startin the rencin lossons and 1o usa iue iest results
to clazssify th. chilcran. It, amy be wose efficlent o start the ;upils
vne ars predieted to be joou rowm 2re girsetly on reading math-r. A readi-

ness pro; ram may then he n oced ror ithosge vhe 4y prs
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reasers. Jorzovel, all codonyen em0ul6 o 9ucourased to atbend winesrearten

paiorz they snter thd poimsuy seheola,  For Purtusr roeseareh, the validlty
f

of thig test may ‘= incereastd by sduing some other facters such az auditory

Giseyimination. Iir noasurin: e reaiing readiness lovel of the nuplls

tsachers! ratings in pupils? reading raacinnss ogpht to be used in eonjunc-—

tion witlh the tast r.s lts. [lnally, it may be aors lo;iecal to use the

peading feaciness Tost on the enilorom belore ingy -uter the schools and
a.e the Davies! tast Lo measurs rsoGioy skilis =t *he ond of the year in
4 i Y

gtend of riving tus oo toats aluost simlltaneously. The correlation
between bthe two test scores may heip in comparing the change in Ln: rsading
. ) *

sikill of Lhe two ;roups as s rasuli ol havin used.a readiay realiness

program or tne poor proup.
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