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The purpose of thais study was to investigate and compare
the administrative competencics of the amphur (district) education
officers in southern Thailand ir academic, personnel, business—finance,
and community relations admrnastracion as purccived by changuat
{province) education officers, chief amphur officers, amphur
education officers, tambon (village) and amphur secondary school
principals under the General Cducaticn Department, and private
schocl praincipals under the Officc of the Praivate Education
Commassion. Secondarily, the study sought to obtain suggestions to
improve the administrative compecencles of amphur education officers
in gouthern Thoiland from the five groups of administrators above,
The population in tnis study consisted of all changwat education
officers, chief amphur officers, amphur education officers, tambon
and amphur secondary school principals under the Gencral Zducation
Bepartment, and all private school principals under the Office of
the Private Iiducation Commission, in 14 southern provinces of
Thailand, totaling 7€1l. The ainstrument used in the gathering of
data was a questionnaire designed by the rescarcher to deal with the
apphur education officer's administrative competencies, and
consisting of a personal data checklist for the respondent, rating
scale questions, and open-cnded gquestions, The data collected

were analysed into arithmetic mean, variance, and standard deviation



values, and then the t-test and (IIOVA were applied to test the
hypothescs,

The findings of the study showed that the amphur education
officer's four administrative competencies were at middle level,
Considered one by one, 1t was found that the business—finance
competency was rather high, higher than the other three competencaes;
next in order were personnel, community relations, and academic
administration competencies. The results of item analysis revealed
that there were two high-level items: facility of disbursement, and
clean and tidy office arrangement; the onc item at low level was
production of academic papers and their distribution to teachers.
The rest were at middle level, The results of hypothesis testing
showed that changwat education officers, chief amphur officers,
amphur education officers, tambon and amphur secondary school
principals under the General Education Department, and praivate
school principals under the Office of the Private Education
Commission perceived all the four administrative competencies of
the amphur education officers in southern Thailand differently at
statistically significant level., As for the admimistrators with
aftperience of less than six years as opposed to tnose with six
years of experience, there were differences, though not statistically
significant, in their perception of the four administrative

competencires of the amphur education officers in southern Thailand,
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