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The purpose of this thesis was to study Thai riddles and to sce
how they were constructed as well as how they reflected the ways of life
and social surroundings of peoplee All the riddles were collected from
different parts of the country ¢ the Central, the North, the North-East
#nd the South, as well as from various docunents and questionaires,

The results of the study revealed that, the construction of riddles
and their keys to the anewers vere clasgified into 17 maain groups nanely:
the natural pPtenomenz, nankind, planis, animals, homes, tools and cquipmentg,
food, occupations, folk drams and games, religions, literatures,
lenguages, nuaoc-s, ~laces, mass medra, miscellancous and multiples.

Tre ocuections -1t th~ answers ore constructcd i1n two different ways :
the questions vhich required thz anowers in reality by using the
details of thirgs sec for the riddles. Tne olhers were the sc-called
quickuvitted cuesticn-answers which included linguaistic structures,
word-gemesy figures of speech, puns, rhymes and rethmic stresscss

T™he study also revealed thet the riddles reflected the simple
and peaceiul wo s ¢l 1ife of tnc Thai vecple an the past. They used local
facilities for tncir romes, tools and equipients, occupations, clothing,
focd, folk drama and games, beliefs, religions and social surroundings

concerning pleonts ana animalse
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