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Kanjana Songsaen. (2008). The Study of Children as Researchers Learning Affecting the
Creative Thinking of Preschool Children. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Early Childhood
Education). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Sirima Pinyoanuntapong, Assoc.Prof.Dr. Boonchird

Pinyoanuntapong.

The purpose of this research was to study the children as researchers
learning affecting the creative thinking of preschool children. The specific objectives of
the study were to investigate the levels of creative thinking of preschool children and to
compare their creative thinking before and after the arrangement of children as
researchers learning.

The subjects used in research were 20 preschool boys and girls, with 4-5
years of age, of kindergarten 2 at Chumchonwatsainoi School, Sainoi District,
Nonthaburi Province, in second semester of 2007 academic year. The experiment was
carried out within the period of 8 weeks - 4 days per week and 30-45 minutes per day.

The instruments used in study were the plans for children as researchers
learning and the test of creative thinking—drawing production (TCT-DT) of Jellen and
Urban. The experiment followed one—group pretest—posttest design. The data were

analyzed by using dependent sample t-test.

The results of study revealed that

The mean of creative thinking of preschool children after the use of children
as researchers learning was generally higher than the mean before the learning, and it
was 18.50 (5 = 18.50) with statistical significance at the level of P < .01 (t = 10.95).
The means of creative thinking of preschool children in individual areas were also

higher. The higher mean of originality was 2.67 (D = 2.67, t = 5.73). The higher mean
of fluency was 2.25 (D = 2.25, t = 11.83). The higher mean of flexibility was 4.23 (D =
4.23, t = 7.29). The higher mean of elaboration was 8.20 (5 = 8.20, t = 8.97). The
mean of all individual areas was higher with statistical significance at the level of P <
.01. This showed that the children as researchers learning could obviously make the

creative thinking of preschool children higher.
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