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Punarai Khomsopa. (1999). An Analysis The Folk Song Kan-Trum From Dongman
Village In Surin Province. Master Thesis, Education Degree (Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assist

Prof Dr.Chalermpon Ngamsuti, Assoc. Prof Kanchana Intarasunanont.

This study is an analysis songs used for local performances in Ban-Dongman, the
cultural village in Muang District, Surin. Four songs of Kan-Trum, played by a folk music
ensemble, consisting, Ruem Ayai, Ruem Kanoptingtong, Ruem Kan-Trum and Ruem Anrae
were analyzed.

Many features were studied and they include biography, custumes, occasion
of performing, tuning system, song lyrics, structures of melody, harmony, rhythm. and
form of the song, to prepare scores using western notation.

The method of this study began with gathering information from published
sources, tapes, videos, interviews and observation of performances form this study. It
was found that Kan-Trum was originally dedicated to the pleasure of the village
community. The melody of the songs at first was short and uncomplicated. Later it
developed and became more formal and Kan-Trum earned support from the local
authority. As a result of this, expert in the field of Kan-Trum return to the old
melody in its original form which was then used as the basis of performance.

The result shows that Kan-Trum is the song for local performances for varied
ceremonies both auspicious and inauspicious. Originally costumes were not important for
musicians and dancers, they dress according to their own prefered style. Later, the way of
dressing had been changed to suit their traditions and cultures which looked more attractive.

At first, tuning had its own specific technique but later being influenced by western
music, it changed gradually.

The “saw” will be tuned in accordance with the *“Pee-Aw”, using perfect
4" or perfect 5", The languages used in the songs are “Khamer-Lur” (North Khamer)
and Thal. The instrumental texture is a resuit many kinds of instruments playing
together. “Saw” and “Pee-Aw” are played melody along with singing. Form and
structures of melody are repetitive and they are easy to listen and understand.

Songs used in performances are short and uncomplicated. Rhythm and melody are
sweet and easy to remember. The sound is gentle. The performance technique s

sophisticated and it is characteristic of Southern Isarn.
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