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Abstract

This research project aims to study the employment conditions
of the graduates of the Master-in-Economics programs of
Srinakarinwirot University (SWU), the satisfaction of the graduates’
employers or superiors on their performances, the graduates’ desired
and dominant characteristics, and the employer-superiors’ suggestions

to improvement of SWU’s Master in Economics programs.

The population comprises all the Master-in-Economics
graduates of SWU who graduated in the academic years of 2005 (25
persons), 2006 (36), or 2007 (56), totaling 117 graduates, and their

employers or superiors.

Collection of relevant data was undertaken partly by two focus
groups conducted on December 19, 2008 at Prasarnmit Campus of
SWU, attended by some of the Master-in-Economics graduates who
had finished their study in the academic year of 2007 and were going
to attend the degree-awarding ceremony on December 26, 2008,
numbering 32 persons (16 persons for each of the two focus groups)
from the total of 56. In the group, the graduates were asked to fill out
the “Questionnaire for Master-in-Economics Graduates.” For the
remaining 85 graduates, namely the focus group absentees and those
having graduated in the academic years of 2005 and 2006, each of 74
of them was sent the same questionnaire by post, while the other 11

graduates could not be reached. Out of the 74 mailed graduates, 54



responded back with the filled-up questionnaires. Altogether, the

researchers accumulated data from 86 graduate-respondents.

As for the employer-superiors of the 117 graduates, the
researchers preliminarily found that 4 of them were self-employed, 1
was doing a doctorate, 5 were unemployed, and 11 were unreachable.
Thus, there were 96 employers, all of whom were sent by mail the
“Questionnaire for Superior's Opinion on Master-in-Economics

Graduate,” and 43 of whom responded.

The study results can be summarized as follows:

The background data about the Master-in-Economics graduates
includes sex, age, marital status, occupation, and income during the
study period. It is revealed that most of the master graduates are
female (64.0%), are 20-30 years old (65.1%), are single (84.9%), are
private employees (61.6%), and have the during-the-study-period

incomes in the range of 10,001-20,000 baht per month (38.5%).

The education condition of the Master-in-Economics graduates
includes the prior-to-the study education level, length of the study
period, and the academic achievement. It is found that most of the
master graduates were bachelor graduates before the study (97.7%),
spent 24 — 36 months on the master study (61.6%), and finished the

master with the GPAs of 3.51 — 4.00 (41.0%).

The employment condition of the Master-in-Economics

graduates includes the change in the monthly income after the study,



comparison of the after-study monthly income with the monthly salary
of master graduates as dictated by the Office of Civil Service
Commission (OCSC), the after-study job position, the after-study job
characteristics, and relation between the after-study job and
Economics. It is disclosed that for most master graduates the monthly
incomes have increased after the study (59.5%), the monthly incomes
are equal to the one dictated by the OCSC (47.0%), the job positions
remain the same (48.8%), the job characteristics remain the same

(54.3%), and the jobs are related to Economics (65.5%).

Most of the Master-in-Economics graduates have expressed
opinions regarding the education system and application of the attained
knowledge. The overall appropriateness of the curriculum is high. The
aspects of the curriculum with high appropriateness can be ranked
from more to less appropriate: the number of overall credits, the
number of fundamental course credits, the number of major course
credits, the contents and modernity of the fundamental courses, the
contents and modernity of the major courses. The aspects of the
curriculum with moderate appropriateness are the number of free-
selective course credits and the contents and modernity of the free-
selective courses. The overall application of the attained knowledge is
high, with application to improvement of working efficiency is the
highest, followed by application to everyday life, and application to the
benefits of others and the society, while the application to job

promotion and application to PhD study is moderate.



The background data about the employers or the superiors
includes sex, age, education level, working experience, and time
duration of working with the Master-in-Economics graduates. It is found
that most of the employers or the superiors are female (55.8%), are
more than 40 years old (69.8%), have the highest education level of
master degrees (58.1%), and have more than 10 years of working
experience (50.0%), have less-than-3-years durations of working with

the master graduates (65.0%), and are lower superiors (60.5%).

The satisfaction of the employer-superiors of the working
performance of the Master-in-Economics graduates is high. The
various aspects of the working performance can be ranked from higher
to lower satisfaction as follows: the ethical code in working, the
morality and ethics, emotional maturity, working efficiency, working

attitude, and professional proficiency.

The expectation of employer-superiors for the desired
characteristics of the Master-in-Economics graduates is high. The
various characteristics can be ranked from higher to lower satisfaction:
the morality and ethics, the ethical code in working, and professional
proficiency. As for the outstanding characteristics of the graduates in
the opinions of employer-superiors, most are in the morality and ethics
(performing the duties honestly, having a happy disposition towards
associates, generous towards colleagues, and responsible for the
duties), the ethical code in working (cooperating/assisting colleagues to

fulfillment of goals, strictly keeping the confidential of the office,



performing the tasks according to the profession’s principles), and

working efficiency (accomplishing the tasks as scheduled)

Suggestions by the employers or superiors of the Master-in-
Economics graduates to improve the Master-in-Economics programs
are in many aspects, namely professional/academic proficiency,
working efficiency, working attitude, the morality and ethics, the ethical

code in working, emotional maturity, and others.
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