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Prakarn Kohngam. (2008). A Study of Folk Mahori Ensemble at Pang-Lang Village Sa-Kaeo
Province. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intrarasunanon,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

The objectives of this research were to: 1. study Folk Mahori Ensemble at Pang-
Lang Village Sa-Kaeo Province; 2. study the strength of Folk Mahori Ensemble culture at
Pang-Lang Village Sa-Kaeo Province. The study was implemented through studying related
academic document and interviews. The results of the study are concluded as follows.

The Folk Mahori Ensemble at Pang-Lang Village was founded in 2510 B.E. by Mr.
Sawang Poonmongkon and Mr. Som Yen-udom as the founders. At present Mr. Sreung
Poonmongkon is the head of the ensemble. The ensemble had 10 members, all men. Their
principal career was rice farming, performing folk Mahori as supplement career. Before
every performance, there is a master salutation followed by a performance of master
salutation song. The musical instruments of the Folk Mahori Ensemble at Pang-Lang Village
consisted of trowklang or filddle, troechair or trow-u or alto fiddle, Cha-ke, Khim, Koy or flute,
skow or Toan Hand Drum, Ching, and a pair of small cymbals. The songs performed in the
folk Mahori included traditional Mahori, i.e. pleng-ale, pleng-omtuk, pleng vitalope and
classical Thai songs, i.e. pleng si-nuan, pleng sang-tien (lao-siang-tien), and loy-kratong.
Opportunities for folk Mahori performance were the annual festival season of the Pang-Lang
Village, ordination ceremony, wedding ceremony, cremation ceremony, and general
ceremonies according to the employers. The transformation of the music was continuous
and strong for more than 40 years. The descendants of the founders still transform and
educate the folk Mahori to youngsters at Pang-Lang Village.

The Folk Mahori Ensemble at Pang-Lang Village Sa-Kaeo Province had complete
cultural strengths. However, in the tides of cultural changes the Folk Mahori Ensemble at
Pang-Lang Village Sa-Kaeo Province had to adapt and develop its ensemble in accordance
with the contemporary conditions so as to be able to maintain in the current culture which is

always changeable.
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