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The purposes of this study were to mvestigate the uses of information resources, the
problems of uses of information resources, and the information searching abilities of the medical
science students, which were separated two groups one was students in the conventional program
and one was students in the problem-based learning program, each group was divided to compare
the uses of information resources by their class levels and academic performances.

The sample for this study were the third and fourth year students, of the academic year
of 1995, in the conventional program and the problem-based learning program, at the Faculty of
Madicine, Khon Kaen University. The stratified random sampling method was used for selecting
the sample.

Research tools: the questionnaire with a five-point rating scale and the Information
Scarching Ability Test, were used for collecting data. Statistical methods used were: percentiles,
standard deviations, t-test, and F-test. The Studentized q-statistics, Newman-Keuls test, was also
used in cases that the responses of the two groups were different on individual items.

The results of the study were:

1. In general, students in both the conventional and the problem-based learning
programs used mostly the health science information resources, of which textbooks and
information resources within the institute were used at moderate level. In addition, health science
Journals were another health science resource used moderately by the students in the conventional
program

2. The comparative analysis revealed that, in general, there was no difference between
the uses of information resources of students in the conventional program and the problem-based
leamning program. However, the analysis of individual items revealed that students in the
conventional program used the following information resources more than students in the
problem-based learning program: the English-Thai Medical Dictionary, published by the Royal
Institute and community hospital libraries (statistically significant at the level of 0.05); and
informations presented on television programs (statistically significant at the level of 0.01).
Students in the problem-based learning program used the following information resources more

than students in the conventional program: textbooks and materials in health science, Dorland's



Hlustrated Medical Dictionary, libraries of the other faculties, and meeting with the assigned
faculty members (statistically significant at the level of 0.05)

3. The comparative analysis of uses of information resources between the third year and
the fourth year students in the conventional program revealed that, tn general, there was a
staustically significant difference between their uses. The fouth year students used the periodical
indexes information resources within the institute more than the third students (statistically
significant at the level of 0.05)

4. The comparative analysis of uses of information resources between the third year and
the fourth year students in the problem-based leaming program revealed that, in general, there
was no statistically significant difference between their uses.

5. The comparative analysis of uses of information resources of students in the
conventional program, divided by their academic performances, revealed that students with grade
pont average (GPA) of 3.00 or higher used the television programs more than students with GPA
of 2.51-2.99 and GPA of 2.50 or lower (staustically significant at the level of 0.05).

6. The comparative analysis of uses of information resources of students in the problem-
based learming program, divided by their academic performances, revealed no statistical
sigmficant difference between groups of students classified according to their GPA.

7. In general, students in both programs had problems in the uses of information
resources at moderate level. Students in the conventional programs had the following three
problems at high level : lack of skills i using the searching tools; lack of knowledge in using
audiovisual materials; and did not have enough time to search for information. Students in the
problem-based leaming program had the following three problems at high level : printed matenals
in the library were damaged and old ; did not understand the languages of documents and lack of
knowledge in using audiovisual materials.

8. The comparative analysis of problems in using information resources of students in
both programs revealed no significant difference in general. However, the analysis of individual
items reveald that the students 1n the conventional program had the following problems more than

the students in the problem-based leaming program ; lack of skill in using searching tools



(statistically significant at the level of 0.05); did not know where to search information
(statistically significant at the level of 0.01) and no enough staffs to serve these students
(statistically significant at the level of 0.01). On the other hand, students in the problem - based
learning program found more problem with the damaged and old printed materials in the library
(statistically significant at the level of 0.05).

9. In general, the information searching abilities of students in both programs were at
moderate level.

10. The comparative analysis of information searching abilities of students in both
programs revealed that students in the problem-based learning program had higher information
searching ability than students in the conventional program (statistically significant at the level of
0.01). The difference of searching ability inside group of conventional program students was more

than group of problem-based learning program students.
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ENDOMETRIOSIS
Endometriosis and pelvic pain[editorial;comment] Rock JA.
Fertil Steril 1993 Dec;60(6):9-50-1. Comment on: Fertilsteril 1993 Dec;60(60)
952-5.

[Controversial and unresolved problems of genital
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endometriosis] Davydov Al et al.
Akush Ginekol (Mosk) 1993;(4):3-6 (58 ref.)

Bload
[The dynamics of the rapid changes in the phospholipids of
the whole blood and blood cells in patients with
endometriosis interna] Kulakov VI, et al.
Akush Ginekol (Mosk) 1993,(5):33-6 (Eng.Abstr.)(Rus)

Chemically Induced
Endometriosis in rhesus monkeys(Macaca mulatta) following
chronic exposure to 2,3,7.8,-tetrachlorodibenzp-dioxin.
Rier SE, et al Fundam App! Toxicol 1993 Nov;21(4):433-41
ioxin tied to endometriosis[news]Gibbons A Science 1993
Nov 26;262(5138):1373

Comications
Endometrioid carcinoma arising from endometriosis of the
sigmoid colon during estrogenic treatment.. Duun S, et al.
Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand 1993 Nov;72(8):676-8
A case of cerebral endomelriosis causing catamenial epilepsy.
Ichida M., et al. Neurology 1993 Dec,43(12):2708-9

Drug Therapy
Hormone treatment related bone mineral content changes
in Japanese women with endometriosis.Fukushima M., etal. Asia Oceania ]J
Obstet Gynaccol 1993 Sep;19(3):299-307

Epidemiology
Endometriosis and social class: an Asian experience.
Arumugam K, et al. Asia Oceania J Obstet Gynaecol 1993 .Sep;19

(3):231-4
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Etiology
[New data on the pathogenesis of endometriosis interna]
Damirov MM, et al. Akush Ginekol {Mosk) 1993:(5):28-32
(Eng.Abstr.) {Rus)
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School of Public Health, Columbia University, Columbia, NY.
10032 USA-LANCET 1994 343/8898(647-648)-summ in ENGL

The global tuberculosts epidemic in being fuelled by dual
infection with human immuodeficiency virus type 1. Short-course
chemotherapy is effective but usually fails for operational reasons
A community-based treatment programme of twice-weekly fully-
supervised treatment is described in which 85%of surviving patients
Completed treatment under programme conditions. Half the patients
were successfully supervised by non-health workers. New approaches

are needed to combat the global tuberculosis epidemic
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