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The main purposes of this study were to understand and to
explain the phenomena concerning the participation behaviors of
the people in the processes of two environmental development
projects, the regular project and the project organized in the
honour of the King’'s Birthday. The four research questions were:
1) What was the condition of people participation in developmental
process? 23 How much could socio-psychological variables explain
the people participation behaviors? 3) How much did the socio-
psychological variables have direct and indirect effects on people
participation? 4) What were their reasonings that made them
participating or not participating in developmental process? To
answer these gquestions, the four socio-psychological theories namely
; Fishbein and Ajzen’'s Reasoned Action Theory, Liska’'s Revision Model,
Festinger’'s Social Compariscon Theory and Homans ' Exchange Thecory, were
used as a conceptual bases. The design of this research was a field
case study conducted in Nenku Village, Savathee District, Amphur Muang,
Khon Ksen Province. _

The sample consisted of 188 household heads. In-depth interview
and participant observation were used for collecting the data. The
descriptive statistics, analysis of variance, multiple regression
anzlysis, path analysis and content analysis were used for analyzing
the data.

The research findings indicated that: There were no statistically
significant differences in participation behavior of the heads of
households, measuring in terms of gquantity, intensity and efficiency,
among different stages of the developmental process. But their
participation behavior significantly differed among groups that has
different personal characteristics. Those who were men had high level
of education, good economic and social status and had large family
size participated in the development projects more than those who
were women, had low level of education, poor economic and social
status and had small family size.

Each of the four socio-psychological theories was able to
significantly account for the differences in the behavior of the
people participating in both the regular development project and
the project organized in the honour of the King’'s Birthday. Sixteen



variables’ deriving from those four theories, explained 44 and 41
percents of variations in participation behavior for those two
projects respectively. Three variables namely; social status,
previous developmental experiences and developmental intentian were
able to significantly explain differences in quantity, intensity

and effiency of developmental participation behaviors in the initial
stage, the planning stage and the inplementing stage of the two
developmental projects. While the opinion assessment variable

could explain the difference of participation behaviors only in

the King's Birthday developmental project. The findings obtained
from path analysis, also supported that social status had great
direct effect on developmental participation and small indirect
effects via psychological variables especially developmental intention
variable, on developmental participation.

The content analysis of the reasons underlying the participation
behaviors of the people in both development projects showed that the
theads of households participated because of their needs to learn and
to get information, desire to develop the village, wishs to accomplish
the project and awareness of their responsibilities. The reasons that
were given by the non-participant were involvement in vocational
matters and unawareness of the necessity to participate in the meeting.
The reasons of sharing ideas and participating in decision-making
process were responsibility owing to a leader position and the need
to accomplish the project. The passive participators in the meeting
. gave the reasons that they had confidence in the leaders’” idea, that
they felt that they were inferier in education and information and
were afraid to present their ideas. These above reasonings indicated
that Homans® Exchange Theory about individual advance expectation of
events was able to greatly account for variations in individual
participation behaviors.
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