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This thesis studies the development of commercial education
in Thailand between 1960 and 1986. The study concentrates on the
policies of the Ministry of Education towards commercial education.
the implementation and factors affecting the implementation of such
policies, and the results of the minitry's efforts in promoting
commercial educations

The author finds that a chain of events in the early 1960s
brought commercial education to the attention of the Thai governmente
First of all, Thai socio-economic structure in the early 1960s entered
the period of matamorphosis : Thai economy was transforming from
agricultural to semi-industrialized in which service industry became
prominent. Secondly, Thailand became an important coungry according
to the global political atmosphere of the periode Consequently, Thailand
received significant amount of aids from non-communist countries, The aids
vere intended to help her to become modernized and able to withstand
coﬁﬁﬁnist agression. The incumbent Thai government started the National
Social and Fconomic Development plan. This master plan included a plan
to develep the nation's education. Thirdly, educational opportunity in
Thailand was more readily available in 1960s than ever before; hence,
Thai people in 1960s become more educationally minded,

All the above factors brought growth to commercial education.
Thai people began to give commcrcial education a serious consideration
as a prefered choice of education, and the number of students enrolled
in commercial institutions, both private and government run, began to

expand in a noticable proportion, expecially in the late 1970s



The author, however, finds that the Department of Vocational
Education's efforts in promoting commercial education .encountered
many obstacles. The most critical one was insuffient budgets. The
budgetary problem in turn created a series of other problems., Too
little budgets could only produce poor educational environment and
low cost programs that did not correspond with'the market demands
As a result a large number of commercial school graduates could not
find jobs. Having learned of the problems, the Department of
Vocational Education adjusted its policies by reducing the number of
enrollment and adapting the commercial education curriculum to cater
more to market demandse

In this author's opinion, the govermment policies on commercial
eduction from 1960 to 1986 was partially successful in Lerms of
promoting positive attitudes towards commercial education among Thai
populace and expanding country's commercial cducatione In terms of
quality, however, this author feels that the government still has

a long way yet to goe
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