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The Purpose of the study of self-development needs among students
in education at institutions of higher education in the south of Thailand
was to study, compare, and rank the needs in six areas  physical
characteristics, cognaitive and intellectual aspects, professional skills,
social poise and adjustment, discipline and ethacs, and esthetics. The
variables of the study were sex, institution, and year of academic
standing. The sample, obtaoined through strotified random sampling, was
676 students from Srinakharinwirot University in Songkhla, Praince of
Songkhla University at Pattani Campus, and five teachers colleges, namely,
Puket, Suratthani, Nokornsrathammaraj, Songkhla, and Yala. For data
collection, a self-development assessment questionnaire was employed
consisting of 60 items, 10 i1tems for each of the six areas, through which
the respondent raoted self-development aspects either real or expected.
The data analysis was accomplished by means of t-test, Z-test, and F-test.

The findings may be summarized as follows .

1, The students at instaitutions of higher education in the
south of Thailand exhibited self-development needs in all the six areas
at 01 lewel of stalisticol significance, in this order of priorzty .
professional skills, cognitive and intellectual aspects, social poise and
adjustment, discipline and ethics, physical characteristics, and esthetics.,

2. No difference was found between male and female students
except in the cogmitive and antellectual area, where the femole students
had greater self-development needs than their male counterparts, at .05
level of statistical significance,

3. By institution, the students did not differ in self-develop~
ment needs, with the exception of the area of physical characteristics,
where the students of Puket Teachers College differed from those of the
other institutions, Sranakharinwirot University in Songkhla excluded, at
05 level of statastacol significance.

4. The students 1in different yeors of academic stonding
differed in self-development needs at .05 level of statistical signific-
ance, the needs being the greatest in the first year and progressively
declining toward the fourth year. By area 1t was found that first-year



students had a greater need for self-development in physical characteris-
tics than seniors, at .05 level of statistacal significance. It was also
found that i1n the cognitive and intellectual area and the area of
discipline and ethics, first-year students had greater self-development
needs than sophomores, juniors, and seniors respectively in incremental
order, at ,05 level of statistical significance.

5. The ranking order of self-development needs as made by all
the students was respectively as follows: professional skills, cognitive
and intellectual aspects, social poise and adjustment, discipline and
ethics, physical characteristics, and esthetics. The students' self-
development needs decreased as the advanced in years of academic stand-
ing, Similarities were found among the ranking orders of self-development
needs in indivaidual areas on the basis of the three wvariables of sex,
wnstitution, and year of academic standing. These ranking orders also
bore resemblance to the way in which the total sample ranked self-

development needs,
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