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MENTAL CULTURE IN EXCELLENT THAI COUNTRY SONGS

“HALF CENTURY OF THAI COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL”

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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Master of Education Degree in Thai
at Srinakharinwirot University

October 2007



Siraporn Siripunt. (2007). Mental Culture in Excellent Thai Country Songs “Half Century of Thai
Country Music Festival”. Master's Project, M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Pimpaporn Boonprasert.

This research aims to study mental culture as reflected in eighty excellent Thai country
songs awarded in “Half Century of Thai Country Music Festival” from 1989 -1994. The method
of documentary research is employed and the result is presented in descriptive analysis.

According to the research, those awarded Thai country songs reflect mental culture in
numerous aspects as follows:

In terms of beliefs, those country songs have indicated Thai beliefs in three main
aspects. First is the religious belief which can be subdivided in the areas of religion,
reincarnation, rebirth cycle, karma, merit, and merit-making. Second is the belief in
supernatural force. This belief is solely reflected in astrology, specifically in terms of the
calculation of auspicious time and moments. Third is the belief in superstition which is
reflected through beliefs in omens, amulets, seductive charm making, and power of invisible
substances.

In terms of value, the awarded Thai country songs from “Half Century of Thai Country
Music Festival” suggest important Thai value in six aspects: showing respect for seniority,
cheerfulness and fun-loving, giving praise for good persons, self-sufficiency, ethics, and
education. Specifically, the value of ethics includes thriftiness, gratitude, honesty, patience,
forgiveness and perseverance.

In terms of feeling, those awarded Thai country songs obviously show allegiances to for
three significant institutions: Thai nation, Buddhism, and monarchy.

As for custom and traditions, those country songs have vividly painted numerous Thai
traditional ceremony of the following festivals: Songkran Festival, the beginning of Buddhist
Lent, the traditional ceremony of ordination, the last day of Buddhist Lent, the Kathin Ceremony
or the Post-Lenten Robe Offering Ceremony, the ceremony of making an off-season offering of
robes and other necessities to monks, Loy Kratong Festival, Thai wedding ceremony, the
ceremony of illuminated boat processions, and the annual pilgrimage to Pra That Panom.

In terms of language, the chosen Thai country songs illustrate the skilful use of words
and idioms as the expression of good attitudes and emotions, along with the incorporated

didactic purpose.
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