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Malai Sungmeesang. (2016). The Effect of Children as Researchers on Young Children’s
Communication Ability. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Education Science and Learning
Management). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Sirima Pinyoanuntapong, Assoc.Prof.Dr. Boonachird

Pinyoanuntapong.

The main purposes of this research were to study and compare the
communication ability of preschool children before and after the use of children as
researchers learning. The sample used in the study was 20 preschool boys and girls, with 5-
6 years of age, who were studying in the second year of kindergarten in second semester of
2015 academic year at Wat Yannawa School under Sathorn District Office, Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration. The sample was selected by using purposive sampling from one
of the two classrooms. The experiment with the use of children as researchers learning was
carried out 32 times within the period of 8 weeks - 4 days per week and 45 minutes per day.
The tools used were lesson plans of children as researchers learning and a test of
communication ability of preschool children with the reliability of .85. The research followed
one group pretest-posttest design and the data were statistically analyzed by using
dependent samples t-test and Cohen’s d effect size.

The research findings revealed that, after the use of children as researchers
learning, the means of communication ability of preschool children were higher both in
general ( X=37.60) and in the individual areas of language understanding (X=15.45),
sentence communication ( X = 13.30), and conversation ( X = 8.85) which were at the good
level. The means in all individual areas and in general were increasingly changed with
statistical significance at the level of P<.01 ( t=6.15-12.28) . The effect sizes on
communication ability of the preschool students were at the high level in the individual areas
of sentence communication ( d=1.82), conversation ( d=1.61), language understanding

(d=1.37), and in general (d=1.60).

Keywords: Youg Children Children as researchers Comminication Ability
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