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Chanon Suebsom. (2013). The Music Performs in Wai Kru Ceremony of Shadow Play of AI Loukmee
Primary Shadow Puppet Group. Master thesis, M.A. (Ethnomusicology) Bangkok: Graduated school,
Srinakarinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intarasunanond, Asst. Prof.

Manop Visutthiphat.

This study aimed to investigate The Music Performs in Wai Kru Ceremony of Shadow Play of Al
Loukmee Primary Shadow Puppet Group. The results revealed as follows:

1. Shadow show or shadow play was influenced not only by the ancient civilization of many countries
but it was also taken the religious beliefs into a role as part of the show. Shadow plays still has not
known the exact history. In an ancient time, ones who would show to the shadow play would place
themselves to the shadow play group that they liked along with the flowers, candles, incense, and
betel to give to the head of the group or teacher (Kru). The teachers would firstly test ones who would
like to be in the group by singing to the script. The Wai Kru was an important ceremony in the
shadow play as its belief was that any group of shadow play which always did the annual Wai Kru
ceremony would have a comfortably livelihood, gain its own auspicious life and get popularity to its
audiences. Once in a time, Manora shadow play (classical Thai tune) almost stopped the show
because there were something new to the local people for example; televisions, movies, and videos.
Those were the reasons why people forgot the folk artists. During 5-6 years, Al Loukmee Primary
Shadow Puppet Group had created a new dimension in the shadow play until it was known to be
popular again. In Wai Kru ceremony of shadow play, the instruments were used: a pair of head,
cymbals, one double-headed drum, drum, flute, Tambourine, drums kit, keyboard, two electric
guitars, and bass guitar.

2. According to studying the music performs in shadow play, it was found that the ceremony has all
three songs which are melodies. The flute was the main melody of the song which was repeatedly

played. Other instruments were also playing as melodies and rhythms.
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