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Pissamai Ratanarojsakul. (2002) . Community Capital : Underlying Conditions for
the Survival of Local Community within Capitalism . Dissertation , Ed.D.
(Development Education). Bangkok : Graduate School , Srinakharinwirot University .
Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Napaporn Havanon ,

Asst. Prof. Dr. Pensiri Jeradechakul , Asst. Prof. Dr. Surawut Pudthaisong .

Bringing capitalism to the Thai society in order to develop the country to industrial
society has caused the communities to be peripheral capitalism society. As capitalism has
risen, the community capital has limited its role and meaning to only economics dimension.
This study explored the meanings of “community capital” existing both in the traditional
societies and societies-in-transition-to capitalism. The findings suggested that the survival of
rural communities occur from the mix of community capital in various appropriate aspects.
Considering the accumulation of community capital under the change of social context, it was
found that community capital as defined by villagers was consisted of four significant parts:
1) the ownership of capital in the society 2) the social relationship system 3) the local wisdom
(know-how) system and 4) the value system which enhanced community members to live
together peacefully. When the community has intervened by capitalism, the community
traditional mode of production has been changed for commercial purposes which results in
the reformation of social structure. At the same time the incoming of capitalism has led to the
adjustment of capital formation of the community so that it can continuously function. The
adjustment involves: 1) maintaining the valuable traditional community capital so that the
community can be protected from the domination of capitalism 2) incorporating the
community capital of the traditional community and the capitalism together in the way that
was appropriate with the current situation of the community and 3) establishing the new set
of community capital 1o solve community problems. This new set of community capital
creates community’s bargaining power with capitalism. Which in turn enabling the community

to cope with problems effectively.
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