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Jarujit Vasaros. (2004). The Catholic Schools under the Supervision of Immaculate
Conception Church and Saint Francis Xavier Church. Master of Education,
M.Ed. (History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Project Advisor : Asst. Prof. Dr. Chakrit Choomwattana.

The aim of this research is to study about the foundation of the Catholic
schools under the supervision of Immaculate Conception Church and Saint Francis
Xavier Church, factors that contributed 1o the schools' expansion and the relations
between churches, schools and the community where the schools and churches are

located in.

It is found that, more than 200 years ago, a number of Christians settled at
‘Baan Khmer' and ‘Baan Yuan' which are now the sites of Immaculate Conception
Church and Saint Francis Xavier Church. The Christian Kuay, those of Khmer and Mon
origin, and the Christian Portuguese Received King Narai the Great's permission 1o live !
in these particular areas. Later, the Christian Khmer followed, in the reign of King Rama
l, in order to escape from political turmoil in Cambodia. Finally, the Christian
Vietnamese who had religious conflict with their king were also allowed to live here as

well in the reign of King Rama I,

These Christian migrants and their descendants founded two Catholic
churches in this vicinity: Immaculate Conception Church (Wat Baan Khmer) and Saint
Francis Xavier Church (Wat Baan Yuan) to perform religious rites and to serve as
community centers. This piece of fand was later donated by King Rama V to the Roman

Catholic Mission of Thailand.

In 1919 Father Joseph Broizat, the abbot of Saint Francis Xavier Church, as
the representative of the Roman Catholic Mission, founded the first Catholic school in
this area, that was, St. Joanna d'arc School. A few years later, the abbot asked the
Saint Gabriel Brothers and the Saint Paul de Chartres Sisters lo establish Saint Gabriel
School and Saint Francis Xavier Schoo! respectively. Aflerwards, in 1924, Father
Houille, the abbot of Immaculate Conception Church set up Conception School in this

community additionally.

Churches are meant to develop people's mind whereas Christian Schools are

meant to provide education for orphans and poor children no matter they are Catholic or



not. The schools focus on teaching the English language and moral lessons, apart from
other subjects, so that the students will be well-behaved, disciplined and responsible to

themselves, fo society and to the country they belong to.

St. Joanna d'arc School or later St. Joan of Arc School is the case study off
this research as it is the biggest school of this community which has been directly under
the supervision of Immaculate Conception Church and Saint Francis Xavier Church. It is
found that this school has been popular among parents and people in the community.
Since 1919, the school has expanded so much that a kindergarten under the same
name was founded in 1975 and also the St. Joan of Arc Techonology was set up in
1981. However, the Conception School which has been under direct supervision of the
school's focation which is inconvenient for both parents and students. It is not easy to
go out to the main road from the school. Besides, the parents may have other
preferences such as Saint Gabriel School, Saint Ffancis Xavier Convent School, puntha

Suksa School and so on.

As for the relations between the church and St. Joan of Arc School, the
school is run under the supervision of the abbot who holds the school’s license. Father
surasit Chumsriphan, the present abbot of Saint Francis Xavier Church said, “there is
relationship between the chuch and the school; that is, thg school has to abide by the
Roman Catholic Mission in Bangkok's policies which are conveyed to the school's
administrators by the abbot and has to manage all school activities to develop the

students both mentally and intellectually”.
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