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Porntip Prommool. (2009). A Study of Mon String Instrument Band Tambon Chet-riu, Amphoe
Ban-phaeo, Samutsakhon Province. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee:

Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intrarasunanon, Asst Prof. Dr. Chalermpon Ngamsutti.

The purposes of this research were to: 1. study the history and roles of the Mon
string instrument band in Tambon Chet-riu, Amphoe Ban-phaeo, Samutsakhon Province;
and 2. study songs of the band.

The results of the study reveal as follow. The Mon string instrument band in Tambon
Chet-riu, Amphoe Ban-phaeo, Samutsakhon Province originated from Mitrshow Band. It was
then a perfect Mon string instrument band having both musical instruments and songs.
The band musicians died as time passed without transferring the songs to their descendants.
Thus the band disappeared from the Mon community of Tambon Chet-riu. Fortunately,
Grandpa Chamreon Saengkhai, a musician in the Mitrshow Tambon Chet-riu Band, while
playing in the band had transferred some music knowledge to interested youngsters. Up to
2545 B.E., Phra Acharn Tuan Sangkhai, the son of Grandpa Chamreon, who is staying at
Wat Chet-riu had recreated the Mon string instrument band. He collected 11 of former Grandpa
Chamreon’s students in the old day to form the band. The band was named Mon string
instrument band, Tambon Chet-riu, Amphoe Ban-phaeo, Samutsakhon Province.

Concerning the songs of Mon string instrument band, Tambon Chet-riu, Amphoe
Ban-phaeo, Samutsakhon Province, there were 16 songs which the band presently play
in the customs and rituals of the Mons of Tambon Chet-riu. The songs were not typed
classified. Their characteristics were with cheerful melodies. They were general hearing
because of their familiar melodies and being easy to recognize.

Presently, the Mon string instrument band in Tambon Chet-riu, Amphoe Ban-phaeo,
Samutsakhon Province plays important roles in the community. The band will always take
part in any customs or rituals. This is based on the idea of getting the youngsters and the
Mons in the community to be aware of the importance and to preserve traditional cultures
and customs. Is was a method to let everyone appreciate music and turn their interest to
the band of the community. Besides, the inheritance of music is a critical issue. Thus Wat
Chet-riu (SakornkitKoson) School mediated the musicians and new young generations who
are interested in music inheritance. This was another reinforcement to encourage and

strengthen the Mon identity in order to further remain with the Mons of Tambon Chet-riu.
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