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This research is to study the vocal melody of “Sepha” suit sung by Master Siri
Witchewet. The suit consists of 4 song which are Pa-ma-ha-ton, Jorakhea hang yao,
Si-bot and Bulan respectively. The objectives of the study are to study the structure of
the songs in the suit and to examine the relationship between the lyrics when they are
sung and spoken, the relationship of melisma and main melody, and to examine the
technique used in singing. The data were recorded and transcribed using western
notation. The results of the study are as follow:
1. Melodic structure
- Pa-ma-ha-ton is sung in scale of Do with a short “change-pitch” to scale of
Sol.
- Jorakhea-hang-yao is sung in scale of Do in part one and in scale of Fa in
part two and three.
- Si-bot is main by sung in scale of Do with a short “change-pitch” to scale of
Fa and Sol.
- Bu-lan is wholly sung in scale of Fa.

2. Llyrical line
The relationship of the direction of the lyrics when sung and spoken is mostly
parallel expect some words that tend to meet the “ending tone”.

3. Melisma(Aun)

- “Aun tai khum” or melisma sung after a word to meet the “ending tone” of
main melody.

- “Aun rawang khum” or short melisma between lyrics.

- “Aun Isara” or melisma between words and free melisma is sung to
demonstrate skill and talent of the performer: which follow the structure of the
main melody.

4. Singing technique

The singing technique of the lyrics and melisma made use of the following
technique;

- “Phan sieng” or rising word.



- “Kratop kham" or singing one syllable with many notes.

- “Om sieng” or singing with close lips with an “m” at the end of the syllable.
- “Kratop sieng” melisma with many notes.

- “Sieng prib" or singing with a “stop” and the end

- “Sieng kran” or singing with vibration.
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