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THE REFLECTIONS OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
IN SUWANNEE SUKHONTHA'S NOVELS

AN ABSTRACT
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Patama Damprasit. (2005). The Reflections of Government Ofticials in
SuwanneeSukhontha’s Novels. M.A. Thesis (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee: Associate Professor

Saithip Nukulkit and Mrs. Pornthada Suwathanawanich.

The purpose of the thesis was twofold: to study social reflections of the
problems of government officials in Suwannee Sukhontha's novels and to analyze the
novel's method in presenting problems and solutions concerning Thai government
officials. Data related to government officials in 18 novels written by Suwannee
Sukhontha were analyzed. The results were presented in a descriptive manner. The
research results revealed that there were two major aspects of problems concerning
Thai gcovernment officials: first problems resulting from the government officials
themselves: and second, problems resulting from the government system. The first
aspect was ifurther divided into three types: idealism, line of duty and insufficient
income. In terms of idealism, some officials lacked it; others could not maintain it, and
the last group ignored it. All these probiems resulted in corruption. Regarding line of
duty, official time was abused. Authority was used to favor someone. Bribery was
accepted. Embezzlements of official funds were made. Finally, some government
officials had haughty manners. Regarding income, some characters were presented as
extravagant spendthrifts who had to maintain a family. In terms of the official system,
there were two types of problems. First, the work was redundant. Secbnd, the system
was inefficient, allowing corruption to be taken for granted. Connections were me."e to
favor someone. Finally, some benefits for public use were abused; they were used
privately. With regard to the novels' roles in presenting solutions, two methods were
iound: direct and indirect. Directly, the solution was presented through the characters’
conversations and the novelist's description. Indirectly, the solution was presented

through a comparison of two characters and through the plot of the novel.
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