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The purposea of this research were to study community
conditions problems and needs related to nonformal education, and
opinions of villagers and government officials working in the’

Karen hilltribe communities in Kanchanaburi, and to use these data
for setting up guidelines and recommendations in provision nonformal
education suitable for those minority hilltribe communitiese

The research was undertaken in 4 Karen hilltribe villages,
chosen one each from 4 districts of Kanchanaburie

The data were gathered personally by the researcher through
the following means: - (1) reviewing documents, reports, statistics
and projects pertinent to the areas and organizations involved,

(2) using the questiocnnaires for interviewing 73 villagers in-the
areas, (3) interviewing 15 government officials, and (L) bbserving
and recording situations as perceived by the researcher herself,

The research findings were summerized sc follows:

1e Situations of the Target Willages. In & villages there
were 187 households and 1,101 people, 5 people per household on an
averages All households did not have landholding licenses, since
the villages were located in the forest reservation, wildlife
protection, and national park areas. All households did not have
electricitys The fuels used for cooking were charcoals and firewoods
produced by the willagers themselves and from the wood cut from the
national and reserved forests. In regard to housing, 64.2% of

households resided in the thatch-roof houses, 35¢8% in zinc-roof



houses. Only 12.3% of households had toilets, while the rest had
nonee The main roation of households was upland rice farminge

And the short-period upland crops produced were corn, chilli, castor
0il, yellow bean, sesame, and cottone The home industfy was hilltribe=-
style cloath weaving, which would gradually diminish. Health services
in the villages included the medicine funds, and village medical planse
When the villagers became ill, they would go for medicines at the
government units working in the wvillages, such =zs the Border Patrol
Police, the Joint Civil Police and Military, and the Hilltribe
Development and Welfare Unit. The number of infants born during

the year was 21 with only one dead after birth. The married couples
with ages between 15 and 44 years that used birth-control services
accounted for 36.5%, and 80,0% of the ihfant younger than I year

old were vaccinated within the time dued.

In regard to education, it was found that 11.2% of villagers
never went to school and went to shcool but did not finish elementary
dedcationy, 47.5% finished Grade L4, and only 2.2% finished the secondary
levels There were 158 children, or 37.7% of population, learning in
primary schoolj and 5 persons, or 169%y learning in secondary school
and only 1 person, or O41%, learning at a higher level. The facilities
used for learning in the villages were 2 border patrol police schools,
and 2 hilltribe development and welfare unitse There was one village
reading center, but no newspapers and other reading materials, and

nobody to take its care, One village had the news boardcasting poste



The nonformal education conducted in 4 villages during the
past two years included eight training programs on national security,
sire training programs on vocation there training programes on
education, and one program on health,

In regard to legal problems within 2 years, it was found
that in 4 villages there were 2 cases of physical abuses.

2. Problems in Villagese. In the 4 tarpet villages there
were six problem areas that were rated as serious by the village
development committees: (1) problems on water for agficultural
purposesy, (2) problems oﬁ upland crop production, (3) problems on
health, (4) problems on village sanitation, (5) problems on.
services of knowledge rendered by the government, and (6) problems
on educational attainment levels of villagers., It is therefore
necessary that these problem areas be considerced in provision of
nonformal education,.

%o Opinions of Villagers.

From the interview of 73 people in the sample from 4 villages
it was summarixed; that 50.7% of houses of the villagers in the
sample were in a durable econdition and could be used for at least
another five years, and 49,3% were in a bad condition. In regard
to household beautification, it was also found the 28.8% of housecholds
regularly took care of animal confinement areas and the remains,
27.l% had no dirty water around their houscholds, and 37.0% had
the garbage disposal by a relatively good method.. In regard to the

condition inside the houses, it was found that 434,8% orderly and



tidily ook good car of their houses, 49¢3% had water jars
with lids, 37.0% had certain places to keep kitchen utencils,
such as knives, cooking utencils, and foodsy 23%.3% had relatively
safe places to keep poisonous chemicals; and 41.4% had relatively
safe places to keep tools such as knives, axes and weapons.

Vocationse All households engaged in rice farming, and
grew additional crops, such as corn and chilli. Neither government
fertilizers nor seed varieties woere usede. It was found that 75.3%
of the sample households raised ducks and chicken, 12¢3% raised
pigs, and 21.9% raised cows and buffaloes. Only 20.5% of animals
were vaccinated, and no government animal breecds were used. It
was also found that 26.8% of the sample were members of fund-saving
groups, 20.8% were members of development groups, and 2.7% were
members of vocational groupss

Vocational Traininge It was found that 28,8% of the sample
used to attend the training programs on agriculture, and 8+2% on
dressmaking. The vocational training programs that should be
conducted in the villages, as perceived by the sample, included
41,1% on agrieculture, 27,7% on dressmaking, and 15.1% on barbering
and hairdressing and on auto-mechanicae

Data and Opinions on Information, It.was found that 71.2%
of the sample responsed that they were interested in learning
agricultaral skills and knowlodge 2343% in information abdut -

prise of goods and agriculbrral products; 19.2% 1in domestic newse



In regard to the means of obtaining information it was found that
80e8% from the government officials working in the units, 58.9%

from radio, 30,1% from books and newspaper, 2%.3% from the news
broadcasting post, and 11,0% from the movies. In regard to the

time suitable for obtaining information it was found that 9l.5%

of the sample viewed that the suitable time was in the evening, 84.9%
in the morning, and 17.8% during the day,

From the research summary above the proposed ideas in provision
education forKarem hilltribe minorities in Kanchanaburi should be
considerad in 7 areasy (1) development of basic knowledge, (2)
development 6f information, (3) development of vocations, (4)
duration for nonformal education activities, (5) development of
rural technology, (6) development of local organizations, and

(7) development of coordinating systems smong agencies involveda
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